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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
 
Student Achievement
Our resident swimming champion Conor Hayes (Year 9, Everard House) has not been 
resting during the summer break, but rather has been competing in Queensland and 
Adelaide and making the finals in a number of races. 

Conor will be competing in the Victorian Championships later this month and in April he 
will be returning to Queensland for the National Open Water Championships.

Conor is consistently looking to improve on previous performance and this is his aim with 
all upcoming events.

Conor’s coach, Alex Hirschauer at EC Waves is worthy of a mention for his support and for 
navigating all the young swimmers through COVID lockdowns when access to swimming 
pools or sea was impossible.

I know that Conor is hoping to continue the legacy of the Hayes swimming family and 
is looking forward to the School Swimming Carnival coming up later this month where 
he intends to follow in the footsteps of his older siblings Ruben (Class of 2017, Everard 
House) and Ethan (Class of 2020, Everard House) who both broke swim records that were 
in place in the school for many years setting new records, which remain in place to date. 

I wish Conor every success as he continues with his passion for the sport.

Student Leadership
Last week at each of the assemblies a number of student leaders spoke to the various year 
levels about what the school values mean to them. It is my intention to highlight in my 
newsletter report, a presentation of one of the values, over the next six weeks beginning 
from this edition.

I congratulate each presenter and thank them not just for the thought they put into their 
presentations but also for the very personal and individual manner in which they delivered 
their message. We are very proud of each of them.

I take this opportunity to refer you to the Student Leadership section of this newsletter 
where you will find a report on a marvellous initiative, which began last Friday.

Pursuit of Excellence

“Welcome back! I’m Alanah, a peer leader, and I’m here to talk to you about the pursuit 
of excellence. 

When I first heard this value, I thought it meant I had to be best. I would get stressed 
and disappointed in myself and there were times when I would give up on something 
when I thought I wasn't good enough, because I was comparing myself to others. But 
I later came to realise that no one is the best at everything. Pursuing excellence simply 
means being the best you can be and learning from your failures is a part of that.

Something else I’ve started to learn is that discovery is a big part of pursuing excellence. 
It’s important to try new things, so you can find what you like and what you’re good at. 
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Try out for sports or join a new club. You shouldn’t stop doing something or give up on 
something if it’s a challenge because at Eltham you have so many people around you who 
will help and support you. 

 However, whenever I did feel lost, I reminded myself of these three qualities:

Diligence, this means to care about the work you do and plan how you're going to achieve 
your goals.

Resilience. This is about being strong even when things don't work out the way you had 
hoped.

And Persistence is about working through your setbacks because being the best version 
of yourself doesn't happen overnight.

These three qualities really helped me and I hope that they will help you in high school 
and beyond so that you can pursue excellence.”

Alanah Sutton (Year 11, Stewart House)

School Swimming Carnival
The School Swimming Carnival will take place on Thursday 18 February at Aquarena in 
Lower Templestowe. It is expected that all students attend. 

The school wants to work with you, our parents and enlist your support to ensure that all 
of our students attend these whole school events. In your discussions at home please 
reinforce with your children that these events are compulsory and not optional. 

We believe that our young people are able to live up to the high expectations set by the 
school; they might just need to be reminded from time to time from home.  As such, I ask 
you as parents also to set high expectations for your children across all aspects of their 
school life including their attendance at whole school events.

We ask for your support in reiterating to your children that days like this are normal school 
days and that the school’s expectation is that they attend and participate. Please help them 
to organize themselves for the day and in the morning send them on their way. 

As the outdoor facility will be solely allocated to our school group the density requirements 
set in place due to the COVID-19 Pandemic will not apply. 

If parents/guardians wish to attend the carnival, it is imperative that you do not just show up 
on the day but rather inform the school of your intention to do so prior to the day. 

Please contact Nic Cooper (Sports Coordinator) at coo@elthamhs.vic.edu.au 
Nic will advise you of the protocol to follow to enter the school area and where you need 
to be during your stay.  It is important that you do social distance from other families, staff 
and students.

I thank you for your support with this matter.

School Tours
The School tours for 2022 prospective students and parents began this week. As we are 
in a pandemic there is a change to the protocols for running the tours. I direct you to the 
school website www.elthamhs.vic.edu.au where you will find all the information pertaining 
to booking a tour and what is expected of visitors who join a tour during their time on site.

These tours provide a great opportunity for members of our community to see our school 
in action on a typical school day. Please let any friends or relatives know about these tours 
and direct them to the school webpage. 

Thank you for your support.

Black Saturday Bushfires
Last Sunday, 7 February was the anniversary of Black Saturday, hard to believe that 12 years 
ago at this time of year we had experienced 3 consecutive days of 40 degree heat on top 
of a long hot dry summer.

Earlier in the week, we tied a yellow ribbon around our memorial tree located in the central 
courtyard in front of the 700 building in remembrance of lives lost and the impact that the 
fires had on our community. 

A number of our current Year 7 students had not even been born, however, there are still 
members of our community, staff, students and families that remember this day and week 
as a turning point in their lives.

As time goes on and ceremonies are no longer needed, each of us may reflect and remember 
in our own way.

SCHOOL CALENDAR 2020

FEBRUARY

Thursday 11
• Year 12 Headstart Seminar - Study Skills:  
 Ace Your Exams - Period 1

• "Meet A Scientist" Live Webinar   
 Screening - Period 2
• School Photo Day

Friday 12
• Year 7 Transition Wellbeing Day - Eltham  
 Leisure Centre Period 1 & 2: 7A, 7B, 7C  
 and 7D

• Year 7 Transition Wellbeing Day - Eltham  
 Leisure Centre Period 3 & 4: 7E, 7F, 7G,  
 7H, 7J and 7K

Monday 15
• Year 11 Legal Studies Seminar:   
 Interpreting SAC Questions - Period 4

Thursday 18
• Eltham High School Swimming Carnival  
 at Aquarena Doncaster 

Friday 19
• School Photo Catch Up Day
• Senior Cricket
• Senior Baseball
• Senior Softball 
• Senior Tennis
• Senior Volleyball
• Senior Basketball
• Senior Table Tennis 

Wednesday 24
• Intermediate Cricket
• Intermediate Baseball
• Intermediate Softball
• Intermediate Tennis
• Intermediate Volleyball

Thursday 25
• Year 12 Physical Education Seminar - Skill  
 Acquisition and Bio-Mechanics - Period 1

Friday 26
• Year 12 Outdoor and Environmental   
 Studies Overnight Camp: Wilsons Prom

• Class of 2020 Year 12 Formal Reunion

MARCH

Thursday 04
• Year 7 Immunisation Day

Friday 05
• Year 12 Arts and Studio Arts Excursion:  
 Tarrawarra Museum of Art
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Tuesday 09
• Eltham High School Athletics Carnival at 
 Doncaster Athletics Track

Thursday 18
• Year 7 Baseball
• Year 7 Softball
• Year 7 Tennis
• Year 7 Volleyball

Monday 22
• Year 12 Tutorial - Learning Tips and   
 Techniques to Help You...

Tuesday 30
• Year 8 Cricket
• Year 8 Baseball
• Year 8 Softball
• Year 8 Tennis
• Year 8 Volleyball

School Council Elections
I draw your attention to the information in this edition of the Community Newsletter, which 
outlines the School Council Elections for 2021. Parents/guardians can contribute to the 
school and their children’s education in a range of ways. A place on the Eltham High School 
Council, the governing body of the school and its community, is one way in which you can 
be a part of this agenda. I encourage you to give this opportunity due consideration.

Annual Privacy Reminder
Schools are required to include an annual privacy reminder to parents/carers/students at 
the start of each year. This reminder explains how personal information is handled in the 
school environment. I refer you to the outline on this topic at the end of this edition of the 
Newsletter.

Student Accident Insurance
Parents/guardians are reminded that the Department of Education and Early Childhood 
Development does not provide personal accident insurance for students. Likewise the 
school does not have a whole-school policy for personal accident insurance for students. 
Parents and guardians are responsible for paying the cost of medical treatment for injured 
students, including transport costs. Reasonably low cost accident insurance policies are 
available from some commercial insurers. These cover a range of medical expenses not 
covered by Medicare or private health insurance. Parents/guardians may wish to purchase 
such a policy for individual students.

Student Exchange Organisations Approved by the VRQA and therefore DET
Whilst it is unlikely that overseas travel will become available in the near future, the following 
is a 2021 update of the Student Exchange organisations approved by the VRQA to provide 
student exchange programs in Victoria. The list changes each year so it is important that 
you check the current list rather than relying on old information. 

Organisations Approved to Provide Student Exchange Programs in Victoria

Name of organisation Website

AFX Student Exchange Australia Ltd www.afxstudentexchange.com

Association of German Teachers of Victoria www.agtv.vic.edu.au

Australian Institute of International Understanding www.aiiu.com.au

IndoAustay Ltd www.aiav.org.au

Rotary Youth Exchange Victoria www.ryea.org.au

Scholarships for Australian German Student 
Exchange

www.sagse.org.au

Scouts Australia www.scouts.com.au

Southern Cross Cultural Exchange www.scce.com.au

Student Exchange Australia New Zealand Ltd www.studentexchange.org.au

Students of the World Ltd  www.studentsoftheworld.com.au

World Education Program Australia Ltd www.wep.org.au

Youth For Understanding Ltd www.yfu.com.au

Each year we are asked about student exchange programs that provide a reciprocal 
benefit. It is important that if you wish to engage in reciprocal exchange that you utilise 
the services of one of the organisations on this list. The school will not be able to enrol 
overseas exchange students coming through organisations not on this list because 
they would not be approved by the Department of Education and Training.  If you need 
further information, please do not hesitate to call Kate Scalzo on 94305111 or e-mail sca@
elthamhs.vic.edu.au

School Drop Off and Pick Up Times
I remind all parents and guardians and inform new parents and guardians to the school 
that student safety is the primary consideration at all times including both drop off time 
and pick up times.

Whilst traffic seems to flow smoothly through the circular driveway of the school at the 
start of the day, there seems to be greater congestion at pick up time in the afternoon.

The circular driveway is to be used purely for drop off and pick up. 

There is very little parking available within the school grounds between the following time 
(8:00 – 10:00am and 2:00 – 4:00pm). “No Standing Anytime” signs are located within the 
school and it is important that parents/guardians adhere to these. Furthermore, double 



COMMUNITY NEWS4

parking is illegal in the street and within the school grounds, it causes further congestion, 
which in turn impinges on student safety. 

We will be enforcing the use of the circular driveway purely for drop off and pick up of 
students.

As you move into the circular driveway, if your child is not at the front of the school you 
will need to exit the driveway and re-enter. You may need to do this more than once. 
Alternatively, it is advisable that you organise with your child another location for pick up.

As always, we will continue to expect everyone to abide by road and safety laws and 
procedures as they move through the driveway. The same applies at the Ely Street end of 
the school. Staff parking on the street is now minimal and this means that there is space for 
drop off and pick up. Please do not park in residents’ driveways. No parents are to drive into 
the school driveway or park in it or across it. This is the only avenue that students have to 
get to and from the school buses and we must be vigilant for their safety. 

Subsequently, it is imperative that everyone behaves in a lawful and safe way out in Withers 
Way, Susan Street, Bell Street and Ely Street. We have informed the traffic division of the 
Shire of Nillumbik of the school’s strategy and it is possible that the Ranger‘s office may take 
action against people who disregard road and safety laws out in the streets. Likewise, the 
police will patrol the area at these peak times and they will not hesitate to reprimand and 
fine if necessary.

I trust that you will understand the need for this direction and I ask you for your continued 
support to ensure the safety of our kids. 

A further reminder that there have been changes to the parking areas on the north side 
of Withers Way across the road from the entry into the school. With the completion of the 
Leisure Centre, redevelopment four parking bays have been converted into a bus-parking 
zone. This is to support the new entry into the Leisure Centre that has been designated 
a school entry. From 9:00am to 3:00pm, this area is purely a bus-parking zone. Between 
8:00am and 9:00am, this area is a school drop off zone (5-minutes Stop). Between 3:00pm 
and 4:00 pm, this is a school pick up zone (5 minute Stop).

I encourage you to use this drop off and pick up zone. However, we have been advised that 
parking conditions across both Withers Way and Ely Street may be altered, I will certainly 
inform you of any changes if and when they come into effect. 

If you do use the drop off and pick up zone on Withers Way can you please direct your 
children to cross the road at the school crossing both on arrival and on their departure from 
school. We certainly do not want students crossing the road in front of oncoming cars and 
placing themselves at risk.

Thank you for your support with this matter.

VINCENT SICARI, Principal

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
 
Working Bee - Sunday 21 Feburary
Come and get your garden on! After almost a year without Working Bees we have one 
scheduled for Sunday 21 Feburary. 

The school needs lots of volunteers to come in and perform a number of key tasks:

• Mowing and brush-cutting - please bring your mower / whipper-snipper and safety 
gear if you are keen to be involved in this task.

• Pruning  - Many plants are overgrown an need a serious haircut. If you have a battery 
operated pruning saw this will be useful.

• Weeding / General clean-up - Many hands will make light work in this area.

The Working Bee runs from 9:00am until 12:00pm. As always there will be a morning tea 
and BBQ lunch after the work is done.

Please report to the central courtyard for sign - in and briefing.

Looking forward to seeing many of you there!

TIM NATOLI, Assistant Principal

If you would like to volunteer for our 
canteen in 2021 please send your 
email address and availabilities to our 
Canteen Manager, Carolina Constable 
at: cob@elthamhs.vic.edu.au

Please check the display at the 
Canteen for the daily specials

CANTEEN
ROSTER 

Eltham High School Anthology
When: Tuesday 
Location: Room 302  
Time: Lunchtime
Steve Ford
Eltham High School Anthology 
Coordinator

Eltham High School STEM Club
When: Every second Wednesday 
Location: Room 802  
Time: Lunchtime
Anam Javed
Eltham High School Science 
Coordinator

EXTRACURRICULAR 
CLASSES & TUTORIALS
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PARENTS AND CARERS
 
2021 CSEF Applications
The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF) provides payments for eligible students to 
attend activities like:

• School camps or trips

• Swimming And School-Organised Sport Programs

• Outdoor Education Programs

• Excursions And Incursions

Applications for 2021 are now open, through until the end of term 2, 2021. If you applied for 
the CSEF at Eltham High School in 2020, you do not need to complete an application form 
in 2021 unless there has been a change in your family circumstances. Eltham High School 
will apply for the CSEF on your behalf.

You will only need to submit an application form in 2021 if any of the following changes 
have occurred:

• New student enrolments: your child has started or changed schools in 2021 or you 
did not apply at the same school in 2020 or

• Changed family circumstances: such as a change of custody, change of name, 
concession card number, or new siblings commencing at the school in 2021.

Schools are able to accept and process applications up until the end of term two each year.  
CSEF payments are made to schools from March onwards each year.

CATHERINE ZERNA, Finance Manager

JUNIOR SCHOOL
 
Junior School News
Reminder: Year 7 Meet the Teachers – Wednesday evening from 6:30pm – 8:00pm. The 
evening will begin in the Nulleijerring Performance Space. Parents and guardians will need 
to wear a mask and socially distance. Students are not required to attend.

As part of our focus on healthy, happy, active students this year, we are headed to Eltham 
Leisure Centre this Friday February 12. Each student will take part in two rotations. As part 
of the day, all students will be issued with a 10 visit pass that will enable them to visit the 
Eltham Leisure Centre before and after school during Term 1. We think that this will be a 
great way to engage with new friends and familiarize themselves with the centre and all 
that it has to offer. 

Our Year 7s will have a BBQ lunch on Friday so won’t need to bring lunch for the day.

The House Swimming Carnival will take place on Thursday 18f February and will be the 
first opportunity for students to participate in House groups. They may compete or dress 
up in house colours and support their house from the sidelines. Anyone who is not sure of 
their which House they are in can find this information on Compass in their Personal Profile. 
Those who are not up for the races can have lots of fun on the waterslides and interacting 
with new friends. It is important to communicate that it is an expectation that all students 
attend house sports days – building school community in a key focus and outcome of these 
days.

Thanks to those families who registered for the Compass Information Session last week. 
Resources from the evening have been emailed out to all those who registered.

MELISSA HUGHES, Junior School Team Leader



COMMUNITY NEWS6

MIDDLE SCHOOL
 
Year 8 Camp
During the week of March 15-19, all Year 8 students will participate in a 2 day Surf Camp at 
Lorne. Dates are shown below, information will be distributed to students in the near future. 

8A, 8B & 8C: Monday 15 - Tuesday 16 March

8D, 8E & 8F: Tuesday 16 - Wednesday 17 March

8G, 8H & 8J: Wednesday 17 - Thursday 18 March

8K, 8L & 8M: Thursday 18 - Friday 19 March. 

Lockers
All students have now been allocated a locker. It is our expectation that students secure 
their locker with a combination lock purchased from the school. There are a number reasons 
why the school combination locks are the preferred choice of lock

ROSS MCKINNON, Middle School Team Leader

SENIOR SCHOOL
 
Senior School Administrative Dates Calendar 2021
Information pertaining to Year level programs, events, assemblies, examination and 
transition dates have been forwarded to all students across Years 10-12.

2021 VCE Agreement Form
Students undertaking studies in VCE are asked to review the document distributed during 
the Headstart program outlining rules and requirements pertaining to attendance, School 
Assessed Coursework & School Assessed Tasks in addition to redemption processes to 
ensure all requirements are met.

A reminder to students that all signed VCE agreement forms are now due and request these 
be submitted to the Senior School office.

2021 VCE Special Exam Arrangements Applications - Students Undertaking VCE 
Unit 3 & 4 Studies
The VCAA Special Provision unit accepts online Special Examination Arrangement 
applications that may be approved to meet the needs of students who have disabilities, 
illnesses or other circumstances that would affect their ability to access a VCE external 
assessment.

The school will make the application to the VCAA on behalf students and each application 
is considered on the basis of independent professional and/or educational and academic 
assessments, any school-based evidence and recommendations provided with the 
application.

Students are therefore required to arrange a meeting time with their coordinator to discuss 
the application process and complete the school based component of the application.

All Special Exam Arrangements applications for the 2021 external assessments will be due 
to the VCAA by Thursday 1 April, 2021.

Please access the link below for further information relating to eligibility for Special Exam 
arrangements applications.

h t t p s : //w w w.v c a a .v i c .e d u . a u /a d m i n i s t r a t i o n /s p e c i a l - p r o v i s i o n / P a g e s /
SpecialExaminationArrangements.aspx

Families are asked to contact the Senior School Coordination team with any questions or 
queries in relation to the SEA applications.

2021 Timed Assessment Sessions and Seminar Program
All students undertaking the VCE Program have received the Semester 1, 2021 Timed 
Assessment session and Seminar Program. It includes SAC and SAT dates for specific 
subjects and the seminars that have been scheduled as part of the students’ timetabled 
program. This will also appear on students’ individual Compass schedule.

PARENT
INFORMATION

GROUNDS COMMITTEE
COMMITTEE MEETINGS AND WORKING BEE DATES

2020
Working Bee Dates

We are always seeking new members 
for our Grounds Committee.

If you would like to get involved 
please contact Tim Natoli via email: 
nao@elthamhs.vic.edu.au

Our first Working Bee will be held on 
Sunday 21 February from 9:00am - 
12:00pm

More information will follow if next 
weeks newsletter and we hope to see 
you there.
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Elevate Education - Study Skills Program
The Headstart Elevate Education workshops have been organised for Year 12 students and 
appear on their Compass schedules. The second workshop, Ace Your Exams, is scheduled 
for Thursday 11 February, 2021 - Period 1. 

The total cost of the study skills sessions is $22.00 with consent and payment information 
posted on Compass for families. The Flying Start Elevate Tips and Science of Student 
Success resources have been forwarded to students. 

Year 11 students will undertake two study skills workshop sessions focusing on time 
management and memory mnemonics as part of their Camp program.

Elevate Education - Free Parent/Guardian Webinars
We are excited to announce that parents/guardians of Eltham High School have exclusive 
access to Elevate Education’s Webinar Series for Term 1, 2021. Elevate works with our 
students in Senior School, delivering high impact workshops on study skills, motivation, 
wellbeing, and exam preparation. By tuning into their webinar series you will learn how to 
better support your children at home through reinforcing the skills they learn at school.

The first webinar is scheduled for Wednesday 10 February at 6:00pm. Registration is 
essential and is free for parents/guardians of Eltham High School.

A separate notification has been forwarded to families of Year 11 and 12 students in relation 
to registration.

Year 11 Camp at Forest Edge: 25 - 26 March, 2021
Students are asked to return their medical form for the upcoming camp to the Senior 
School Office and submit their activity preferences and dietary information via the Google 
doc link forwarded electronically.

Please submit the medical form to the Senior School Office by Friday 12 February.

ANNA PANAS, Senior School Leader

MUSIC
 
2021 Second Hand Instrument Register 
Each year our Music Department runs a second hand instrument sales register for new 
Year 7 students to purchase second hand instruments. Assessment of the second hand 
instruments takes place in November each year.

If you are considering selling an instrument on the second hand instrument register it must 
be serviced prior to being added. A copy of the service receipt must be provided.

If your child is currently undertaking lessons at Eltham High School the instrument can 
be assessed by the teacher prior to being serviced at the end of the year. Please book a 
service for December or January.

If the instrument is not currently being used in lessons at Eltham High School please 
ensure it has been serviced prior to bringing it to the Music Department for assessment in 
November.

During this period it is important to book the service of the instrument in advance as 
Covid-19 precautions will mean that instrument repairers have extra processes in place to 
keep themselves and customers safe.

RICK KEENAN, Director of Music

Chess Club
When: Friday Lunchtime
Location:  Library
Junior School Team

Drama
When: Wednesday (Junior)
Thursday (Senior)
Location: 111 Drama Space
Time: 3.20pm – 5.00pm
Ryan Patterson, Drama Teacher

Scrambled Prince Workshops
When: Thursday
Location: 111 Drama Space
Time: 5.0pm – 7.00pm
Ryan Patterson, Drama Teacher

Interschool Debating Team
When: Monday Lunchtime
Location: Room 301
Bindhu Rajendra
Debating Coordinator

PRISIM
(People - Respecting - Indvidual’s - 
Sexuality - Identity - Movement)
When: Friday Lunchtime
Location: Student Services
Matthew Hapsberg
PRISM Leader

Tournament of Minds (Year 7 - 10)
When: Tuesday Lunchtime Term 2 and 3
Location: Room 154
Loren Clarke and Naomi Edrees
Tournament of Minds Coordinators

Language Conversation Club
When: Tuesday Lunchtime
Indonesian Club: Room 610
French Club: Room 612 
Catherine Considine Languages KLA 
Coordinator

STEM Club
When: Monday Lunchtime (Week B)
Anam Javed STEM Club Coordinator

ELTHAM HIGH SCHOOL CLUBS
WHY NOT GET INVOLVED!
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DRAMA
 
Eltham High School Drama Program
If you want to know about the Eltham High School Drama Program you’ve come to the 
right place. The co-curricular program is inclusive and open to everyone. Junior Drama 
involves Year 7 and 8 students and Senior Drama involves Year 9 to 12 students. Each 
group undertakes activities that develop performance skills, abilities to work as part of an 
ensemble and self-confidence. Each group will produce a performance per semester.

Junior Drama will begin on Wednesday 10 February at 3.20 in 111.

Senior Drama will begin on Thursday 11 February at 3.20 in 111.

There is a cost of $180 each semester to be a part of the program.

Other opportunities may arise for committed and passionate drama students. At the 
moment we have 3 additional groups, each creating their own pieces of theatre.

Keep an eye open around the school for promotion for the upcoming productions 
of ‘Backstroke’ and ‘She Is Fire.’ And follow us on Facebook – www.facebook.com/
scrambledprince

It’s certainly an exciting time to be a Drama student at Eltham High School.

If you have any questions about Drama at Eltham please contact Ryan Patterson.

RYAN PATTERSON, Drama Coordinator

SPORT
 
Sport at Eltham High School in 2021
After a topsy-turvy year of Sport in 2020, Sport and Interschool Sport is back on at Eltham 
High School in 2021. We will be working within the Department and School Sport Victoria’s 
CovidSafe Guidelines in regards to transport, venues and equipment. 

House Sport Carnivals
Eltham High School will be holding two House Sport Carnivals during Term 1. The 
Swimming Carnival will take place at Aquarena, Doncaster Thursday 18 February and the 
Athletics Carnival is on Tuesday 9 March at the Doncaster Athletics Track. Both days are 
considered ‘normal’ school days and as such it is expected that all students attend. There 
is a strong history at Eltham High of students dressing up in House Colours and a ‘Best 
Dressed’ competition is held at each event. Participation is not compulsory, and students 
can enter as many or as few events as they wish. The results are used to select the students 
who advance to the District Sports.

Interschool Sport
Eltham High School participates in the ‘School Sport Victoria’ sporting program.  We enter 
teams into a ‘Round Robin’ competition with local schools in the Nillumbik District. Each 
section of the school can participate in one Round Robin each term. Different sports are 
offered in each term and successful teams advance to Region Finals. There is an associated 
cost for participating in the Inter-School Sports Program - $20per student. This helps 
contribute to the upkeep of Team Uniforms, Equipment and Transport. Payment and 
Permission is given through the ‘Compass’ Portal and must be completed 48 hours prior to 
the event in order for students to attend.  Hand written notes will no longer be accepted 
on the day of competition. Students can participate in one sport per term – Competitions 
are held on the same day.

Sports for Term 1 are as follows:

Senior (Year 11 and 12) – Friday 19 February
Cricket, Baseball, Softball, Tennis, Volleyball, Basketball and Table Tennis

Intermediate (Year 9 and 10) – Wednesday 24 February
Cricket, Baseball, Softball, Tennis and Volleyball

Year 7 – Thursday 18 March
Cricket, Baseball, Softball, Tennis and Volleyball

Year 8 – Tuesday 30 March
Cricket, Baseball, Softball, Tennis and Volleyball
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Timetabled Sport – Year 7 and 8
Students in Year 7 and 8 participate in a Sport session once per week. Students participate 
in a range of sports throughout the term. Students are involved in the umpiring and scoring 
duties each week. We aim to provide students with a small taste of a variety of sports, many 
of which are offered in the Inter-School Sports Program. Participation is the main goal of 
these sessions and students are encouraged to experience a range of games. There is an 
expectation the students change into their PE uniforms for this session – we would greatly 
appreciate your assistance in ensuring PE uniforms are brought to school for both PE and 
Sport sessions.

For any questions regarding the Sports Program, please feel free to contact us at school.

NIC COOPER and BREE PASCOE, Sports Coordinators

ELTHAM HIGH SCHOOL SWIM SQUAD
 
Our Eltham High School Swim Squad runs on Thursday mornings from 7:00am to 8:00am 
before school at the Eltham Leisure Centre and is a great way to keep fit, have fun, learn 
some new skills and make great friends. Squad can be a great way to train for swim sports 
and then move on into our district and state teams, or do it just for fun! Students from all 
year levels and ability levels are invited to sign up for Semester 1 and become one of our 
squad members.  Each week we work on developing confidence, fitness and stroke with 
the emphasis on having fun and becoming part of a positive team of students who support 
each other both in the pool and around the school environment. After squad, students 
come together in the main staffroom at school for hot chocolate before classes commence 
for the day.  

The Squad is instructed by accomplished swimmer and Coach, Neroli Nixon. Cost 
for Semester 1 is $170.00 which covers pool entry, lane hire and coaching. New Squad 
Members are most welcome!  Meet on the pool deck at Eltham Leisure Centre by 7:00am 
each Thursday. Payment for Semester 1 is payable to the School Cashier prior to 18 
February.

Swim Squad for Semester 1 commences on Thursday 4 February 2021.

What to bring:

• Bathers

• Towel

• Goggles 

• Clothes for school 

• Food for breakfast

Our Eltham High School Swim Squad is a self-funded, ‘user pays’ activity and payment 
is required at the commencement of each semester.  Semester fees cover the cost of 
coaching, pool fees as well as hot chocolate each week and the annual end of year 
breakfast held after the Lap-a-thon event in term 4 (an event we run to raise money and 
awareness for a charity the group decides upon each year).

If you require any further information, please do not hesitate to contact Phil Boyd at  
bod@elthamhs.vic.edu.au

PHIL BOYD, Swim Squad Coordinator

VOLLEYBALL
 
The Program
Eltham High School has a rich and long history of involvement and success in volleyball. 
For over 25 years the school has run an Elite Sports Program for students we feel show 
talent or athletic potential to develop into good volleyball players. Many Eltham High 
School players regularly represented Victoria, as well as involvement in Volleyball Australia 
National Programs. The ultimate aim of Volleyball at Eltham High School is to have fun 
while playing.

The following information provides an overview of our program for those that are currently 
involved in the trial process. 
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Tournament and Training Expectations - Volleyball Victoria Schools' Cup Events
Tournaments and training are mostly during the week. However, the Volleyball Victoria 
Schools' Cup 4 day event does go across a weekend. All selected students must be 
available for this tournament. Please place the date in your calendars and make necessary 
arrangements. 

Year 7 and 8 teams will also play in the Volleyball Victoria Schools' Cup One Day Tournament. 
This is a preparation tournament so they can familiarise with the expectations of a Volleyball 
event. 

1 Day Tournament - Wednesday 5 May / *VVSC - 4 Day: Thursday July 29 - Sunday August 1

Premier League
In 2021 Eltham High School along with Victoria's two Sports Academy Schools will be 
competing in the Volleyball Premier League. This involves select teams and players 
representing the school in three Round Robin days against Rowville Secondary College 
and Maribyrnong Secondary College. These teams and players have yet to be selected, 
therefore the cost and organisation of these events will run the same way as interschool 
sports. 

Saturday Volleyball Competition
All teams will be offered the opportunity to play Volleyball as a weekend sport for the school. 
This is not compulsory, and teams will only be formed if sufficient numbers are available. An 
additional cost for those participating will be applied. Information for this opportunity will 
be sent at a later date. 

End of Year Tournament
Finally, students involved in the program will participate in an end of year tournament, 
which will be in the first week of December for five days. This will be either the Australian 
Volleyball Schools' Cup on the Gold Coast, or the Victorian Open in Melbourne. Costs for 
these will be communicated after the Victorian Volleyball Schools' Cup. 

Training
Students are expected to attend training at school throughout the year. If they are unable to 
attend they must let either their coach or Mr Young know as soon as they are aware. 

An outline of training has been provided, a specific training schedule will be distributed for 
each team. 

Year 7
• Year 7 Sport 
• One lunchtime a week 
• Encouraged to participate in After School Volleyball competitions held on 

Thursday 3:15 - 4:15pm

Year 8 
• Year 8 Sport 
• One Lunchtime a week 
• One Morning or Afterschool session a week 

Year 9
• One Morning Session 
• Encouraged to participate in Saturday Competition.

Year 10
• One Morning Session 
• Encouraged to participate in Saturday Competition.

Year 11 and 12
• One Morning Session 
• Encouraged to participate in Saturday Competition. 

If you have any questions about the program, please contact Anthony Young at  
yoo@elthamhs.vic.edu.au

Anthony Young, Volleyball Coach
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STUDENT GROWTH AND LEADERSHIP
 
Eltham High School Staff Market Swap
The average Australian wastes 298kg of food across their lifetime, the same weight as 6 
adult kangaroos! 

To combat this, last Friday we trialled a "market swap" of produce, where staff could bring 
in any excess fruits, vegetables, herbs, and flowers before school, which were then free 
for staff to take at recess. We were not quite sure what to expect as it was our first time 
doing something like this, but it was a huge success, if we may say so ourselves. Many staff 
donated produce from their gardens such as plums, garlic, paper daisies, eggs, cucumbers, 
herbs, pears and a giant zucchinis as well as homemade relishes and jams. 

We would like to thank all staff who donated, as well as the staff who took it and made sure it 
didn't go to waste. We hope they enjoyed using it! Due to the success of this produce swap, 
we are hoping to host another one towards the end of the term. 

We are still figuring this out but for now, thank you to the staff and to the other school 
leaders who helped out and to everyone who was involved!

Fieke Van Der Kamp (Year 11, Stewart House)
and May Henry (Year 11, Everard House)

School and Student Leader Assembly Speeches 2021
Throughout the first week of school, all year levels had an assembly. During the assembly, a 
welcome speech was delivered by Mr Sicari including both the positives and challenges of 
2020, as well as a reminder of general information about the first term. 

Swiftly following Mr Sicari, our 2021 School and Student Leaders shared their opinions 
and ‘rundown’ of each of our school values. With the six of our school values being 
creativity, individuality, pursuit of excellence, integrity, respect of diversity and social and 
environmental responsibility. Each leader came with a unique way of making each value 
more relatable to the year levels, with some writing a definition, personal story, real life 
examples, what it means to you and many more intelligent ways of presenting their opinions 
on our Eltham High School values. 

All leaders spoke very well, and have had the opportunity to receive public speaking 
feedback.

Jason Burpee (Year 11, Rutter House), 
Comms Team Leader and The Arts – Contemporary Music Leader

PETER TOREY, Student Growth Leader

ICT
 
Student Laptops
Please note that students should be using a current Surface Pro laptop for their schoolwork. 
It is an expectation of the school that every student have a charged laptop for use in all of 
their classes. Students are able to borrow a laptop for a period from the library if theirs has 
been left at home or has run out of charge. This can be done 3 times per term.

If your child needs a new computer, we are using JB HiFi as our preferred supplier; the 
options listed are package deals which include a protective case, pen (stylus) and keyboard. 
The link to access the site is jbeducation.com.au/byod/ and the access code is EHS2021

If there are any issues regarding laptops not working, please contact the IT helpdesk either 
in person in the library or by emailing helpdesk@elthamhs.vic.edu.au. Students are able to 
leave laptops at helpdesk to charge at recess and lunch if needed.

If a laptop is being repaired, or your child will be without a laptop for more than a couple 
of days,  please contact Natalie Heath at het@elthamhs.vic.edu.au or 9430 5142 so that we 
can help to continue to support students in their learning. 

NATALIE HEATH, eLearning/ICT Leader
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LEGO CLUB
 
Request for Donations of Lego
Our Eltham High School Lego Club is a fun place for Lego lovers to meet new friends and 
be creative.  Our club is seeking donations of good quality Lego to improve our resources.  
Please drop off any donations of Lego at the General Office if you can help our club.

KAYLA BERTONCINI and LISA CASTLES

LIBRARY
 
Welcome back to returning families and a special warm welcome to the new families whose 
children have started with us at Eltham High School. Our Library supports and reinforces 
the educational goals of the school and students. The enjoyment of reading and exposure 
to different types of literature is encouraged. 

There is a wide range of reading material available that caters for different reading levels 
and interests e.g. quick reads, audio books, graphic novels, etc. The Library Team assists 
students in the location of resources that are appropriate for the needs of the individual 
student. Printing is available in colour and black & white in both A4 and A3 formats. 

RHONDA MALONE, Library Coordinator

PRIVACY COLLECTION STATEMENT - SECONDARY SCHOOLS
 
Information For Parents And Carers
During the ordinary course of your child’s attendance at our school, school staff will collect 
your child’s personal and health information when necessary to educate your child, or to 
support your child’s social and emotional wellbeing or health. Such information will also be 
collected when required to fulfil a legal obligation, including duty of care, anti-discrimination 
law and occupational health and safety law. If that information is not collected, the school 
may be unable to provide optimal education or support to your child or fulfil those legal 
obligations.

For example, health information may be collected through the school nurse, primary 
welfare officer or wellbeing staff member. If your child is referred to a specific health service 
at school, such as a Student Support Service officer, or school-engaged psychologist, the 
required consent will be obtained. 

Our school may use online tools, such as apps and other software, to effectively collect 
and manage information about your child for teaching and learning purposes, parent 
communication and engagement; student administration; and school management 
purposes. When our school uses these online tools, we takes steps to ensure that your 
child’s information is secure. If you have any concerns about the use of these online tools, 
please contact us.

School staff will only share your child’s personal or health information with other staff 
who need to know to enable the school to educate or support your child, or fulfil a legal 
obligation.

When our students transfer to another Victorian government school, personal and health 
information about that student will be transferred to that next school. Transferring this 
information is in the best interests of our students and assists that next school to provide 
optimal education and support to students.

In some limited circumstances, information may be disclosed outside of the school (and 
outside of the Department of Education and Training). The school will seek your consent for 
such disclosures unless the disclosure allowed or mandated by law.

Our school values the privacy of every person. When collecting and managing personal 
and health information, all school staff must comply with Victorian privacy law. For more 
information about privacy including about how to access personal and health information 
held by the school about you or your child, see our school’s privacy policy: https://www.
education.vic.gov.au/Pages/schoolsprivacypolicy.aspx 

Throughout this notice, ‘staff’ includes principals, teachers, Student Support Service 
officers, youth workers, social workers, nurses and any other allied health practitioners 
and all other staff at our school. This includes employees, agents and service providers 
(contractors) of the Department, whether paid or unpaid.
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STUDENT SERVICES
 
Level Up Your Art Skills With Art For Teenagers
Living and Learning Nillumbik and local artist Max Kaskamanidis are hosting fun and 
friendly Art for Teenagers courses, starting in February.

Participants have the opportunity to exhibit in the end of year diversARTy exhibition at 
Eltham Library Gallery to celebrate their achievements with friends and family.

Places are limited for the February intake. For more information and to register, click the 
button below.

Apply Now

Teens and Young Adult Climate Change Chill-out
Learn how you can take action on climate change! 

Clean Energy Nillumbik presents the Teens and Young Adult Climate Change Chill-Out, a 
discussion on climate change and how it’s experienced as a young person.

Open to young people aged 13-21, you’ll get the chance to talk about how it feels to be 
a young person facing a climate-different future and what practical action can be taken 
around Nillumbik to change the way our community thinks about climate change and 
prepare our families for a different kind of climate.

This is a great place to start if you want to take action but aren’t sure how to yet. Clean 
Energy Nillumbik are running this event on Saturday 27 February at 2pm. To register, click 
the button below. 

RVSP Now

The Push has launched Push Records!
Opportunities to join the team or the artist roster

Push Records is a youth-led record label that signs and releases new music made by young 
artists, for young audiences.

This six-month learning program provides both industry and artist participants with an 
opportunity to gain practical experience and establish their networks within the industry; 
while being mentored by record label professionals and other experienced artists, 
recording engineers and producers.

Applications are now open to join the Push Records team and the artist roster. For more 
info, press the button below.

Apply for Push Records 

headspace Digital Work and Study Service
If you're unsure about what’s next, don’t know where to start with looking for a job or how 
to work out what you might want to study, headspace Work and Study can help.

The service is tailored to your needs and can support young people to develop the skills 
and confidence to reach your work or study goals.

It’s all online and it’s totally free!

For more info, head to headspace.org.au/young-people/digital-work-and-study-program
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Parents Building Solutions - for teens 
(8-week program) 
 
Come along to these sessions to learn strategies, share stories and take 
time out for you! 
 

 
 
Recommended for: parents/carers of young people (aged 10-25) 
Facilitated by Anglicare ParentZone and Baseline  
 
Do you want to:  
• Help your teen cope in a chaotic world? 
• Improve your teen’s confidence and self-esteem?  
• Help your teen to deal with anxious feelings? 
• Develop strategies to manage anger? 
• Talk so your teens will listen? 
 
When:  Every Wednesday 10 February to 31 March 2021 

Where:  Online 

Time:   10am – 11.30am 

Bookings: Booking is essential and must be done via trybooking.com/BMQYN 

Enquiries: Contact Council’s Family Services Education Officer by  
phoning 9404 8865 or  
via email familytraining@whittlesea.vic.gov.au  

 
 
 

 BASELINE PRESENTS 
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Christmas in Nillumbik – have your say!  
Christmas may be over for another 
year and we are seeking feedback 
from our community on the 2020 
Christmas in Nillumbik campaign. 
To have your say and be in the draw to 
win a $50 Shop Local voucher please 
complete our survey available at  
participate.nillumbik.vic.gov.au/christmas-2020 

 

Or scan the QR code  

  

 

We would like to hear from as many of 
our community members and 
businesses as possible to support our 
planning for the 2021 Christmas in 
Nillumbik campaign. 

Feedback closes Sunday 14 
February  
Please contact 0456 641 397 if you 
wish to provide a verbal response. 

 
 

 

 

TTuunniinngg  iinn  ttoo  TTeeeennssTM  
 

Emotionally Intelligent Parenting 
This six-session oonnlliinnee  parenting program is 

for parents of tweens & teens aged from 10-16 years 
 

We live in a changing world today where parenting can be complex.  
Tuning in to TeensTM can support you with: 

• being able to better connect with your teen 
• talking with your teen about the challenges they face 

• support your teen to better manage their emotions 

• helping to prevent behaviour problems in your teen  
• teaching your teen to deal with conflict 
 

  

TTuunniinngg  iinn  ttoo  TTeeeennssTM 

will support & guide you in helping your teen develop 
Emotional Intelligence  

in a safe and interactive group setting  

 
 
 

Adolescents with higher Emotional Intelligence: 
• are more aware, assertive and strong in situations of 

peer pressure 

• have greater ability to connect with others 
• are more able to cope when upset or angry 

• have fewer mental health and substance abuse 
difficulties 

• Emotional intelligence may be a better predictor of 
academic and career success than IQ! 

Where:   Online via Zoom 
When:   Wednesdays 24th Feb-

31st March 7.30-9 pm 
AEDT 

Cost:  $190 / $270 couples 
 

 

@Parenting Journey   

For all enquiries please call:  
Kate Culy: 0404 042 789 or 
Jodie Harris: 0412 822 858 

For more information  
www.theparentingjourney.com.au 

Mondays (6 weeks)

8th February – 22nd March 2021

6.00pm to 8.00pm                        

Zoom

This session is free of charge but

registration is essential

Would you like to help your teen to learn how to manage their emotions? Would you

like to help prevent behavioural problems in your teen? Tuning in to Teens is a 6 week

parenting programme that shows you how to help your teen develop emotional

intelligence.

Tuning in to Teens 

For bookings & inquiries contact: ParentZone on 
03 8641 8900 or 0458 550 071
Email parentzone.northern@anglicarevic.org.au

DATE:

TIME:
WHERE:

anglicarevic.org.au

COST:

Would you like to learn how to:
Be better at talking with your teen?
Be better at understanding your teen?
Help your teen learn to manage their
emotions?
Help prevent behavioral problems in your
teen?
Teach your teen to deal with conflict?
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O U R  S E R V I C E S  I N C L U D E :

Emergency Relief, Material Aid

Food Support, Transport Support

Education Support

Homelessness & Hygiene Support 

Financial and Personal Counselling

Family Legal Service, Tax Help

Public Internet & Computer Kiosk

 

 

DVCS recognises that young people

are some of the most disadvantaged

and vulnerable in our local community.

Young people face greater barriers

when it comes to access to education,

employment, housing, and transport to

name a few. However young people are

also the experts on devising solutions

to address their own barriers and to

lead the way.

 

The DVCS YMAD (Youth Making a Difference) Project is

a 6-month project focused on bringing local young

people together to work on small projects in Banyule

and Nillumbik to support other local young people who

are doing it tough. 

Why: Because Youth working together Make a Difference

and have a greater impact in our community. 

 

Diamond Valley Community Support (DVCS) is a

not-for-profit charitable organisation that has been

serving the local Diamond Valley community since

1972. DVCS services are free, confidential, impartial and

independent. We assist over 2,000 people experiencing

financial and/or personal hardship each year, and we

are supported by more than 100 volunteers and 5 staff.

Diamond Valley

Community Support 
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Eltham Junior Football Club 

REGISTRATION  
NOW OPEN 

Boys Under 9’s to 17’s 
Girls Under 10’s to 18’s  

All new players welcome 
To register and preseason training 

details go to  
www.elthamjfc.com.au 

Mobile: 0412 148 341 
 

DISCLAIMER: “Eltham High School does not endorse 
any company, organisation, service or product referenced 

in Community Announcements”

                 
 

FOOTY IS BACK! 
Research Junior Football Club 

2019 Finalist NFNL Junior Club of the Year 
Offering teams for Girls, Boys and Mixed from Under 9’s 
through to U18’s as well as a fantastic Auskick Program 

WELCOMING NEW PLAYERS NOW! 
For more information, email via secretary@researchjuniorfc or visit 

our website www.researchjuniorfc.com.au 

UPCOMING DATES: 
REGISTRATION DAY, SUNDAY 14 FEBRUARY  

(11.30am – 2.30pm) @ Research Park 

RETURN TO RESEARCH PARK DAY - (MARCH - TBC) 
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