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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
 
Welcome Back
It has been an amazing start to the 2021 School Year.  It has been wonderful to welcome 
students back to their school and in particular to welcome all the Year 7 students who are 
joining our learning community for the first time.

Students were excited to be back and to connect with friends, peers and their teachers. 
Staff were also very excited to be back and are hopeful that the year will proceed without 
interruption. 

Throughout the first year level assemblies, our student leaders talked to students and staff 
about the School Values and what they mean to them and to us as a learning organisation. 
Our School Values sticker below, will help you to continue the conversation at home with 
your children. Now is the time to revisit these or to develop a shared understanding with 
your children of their meaning and how these lead to the expectations that we have of the 
Eltham High School students, staff members and families.

In my presentation at each assembly, I spoke about the learning that we have all taken 
away from the 2020 experience and of how important this learning is as we move forward 
with 2021. I spoke about the importance of the following skills: commitment, collaboration, 
determination, resilience and flexibility, and referenced just how importance these are for 
all of us, not just whilst at school but across all facets of our lives.

I also spoke about the fact that at Eltham High School, the default position is a growth 
mindset and how this allows all of us to take risks, make mistakes and embrace the learning 
that comes alongside this.

Wednesday 03 February
Year 12 Tertiary Day

Thursday 04 February
Debate Team Sign Up Meeting

Friday 12 February
Year 7 Transition Wellbeing Day

Friday 26 February
Class of 2020 Reunion
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Meet the Teachers Evening - 
Wednesday 10 February 6:30 - 8:00pm
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Staff Joining Eltham High School
I welcome a number of staff joining us for the first time:

• Skye Anderson (English) 
• Vicky Dalamagas (Indonesian) 
• Maggie Wang (Mathematics) 
• Michael Nicassio (Humanities)
• Jacqui Harrington (PE/Health) 
• Brent Mills (Music-Saxophone) 
• Melissa Baldwin (Music-Clarinet)
• Peter Smith (Tutor)
• Audrey Dean (Tutor)
• Ottilie Buszard (Tutor)
• Natalie Conti (Tutor)
• Nadine Fenn (IT Support)
• Bethany Cusumano (Integration Aide)
• Sandrine Hennuyer (French Language Assistant)

Welcome back to the following staff:

• Sarah McKinlay (Tutor)
• Danielle Cotter (Humanities)
• Emma Shelton (English)

I wish all of our new and returning staff the very best as they engage with the school in their 
crucial role in facilitating and supporting the learning of our young people.

I take this opportunity to remind parents of the use of the Compass Parent Portal, if you are a 
new parent and do not have your username and password please contact the relevant Sub-
School Office through the General Office on 9430 5111. The Compass Parent Portal gives 
parents up to date information about your children’s timetable, learning tasks, class work, 
attendance, reports, upcoming events etc. as well as allow you to approve your children’s 
attendance on excursions and make payments online plus a host of other things including 
access to your children’s teachers via e-mail (a list of Sub-School Coordinators and Teacher 
codes is included with this report). If you have accessed the Compass Parent Portal before 
but have forgotten your password please contact the relevant Sub-School Office through 
the number indicated above.

A reminder that we run a four period day timetable across a ten day cycle with each period 
of instruction being 72 minutes. The bell times are as follows:

08:45 Warning Bell

08:55 Period 1 start

10:07 Period 1 end

10:12 Period 2 start

11:24 Period 2 end

11:49 Warning bell

11:54 Period 3 start

13:06 Period 3 end

13:50 Warning bell

13:58 Period 4 start

15:10 Period 4 end

Students have already been informed of the expectations around prompt arrival and what 
they need to do if they are late in the morning or to class during the day. For the information 
of parents; students will not be allowed in class late without a late pass, which, they are 
required to collect from the Compass Kiosk in the General Office. This will allow us to track 
attendance accurately and will also allow us to communicate with home when a pattern of 
concern becomes evident.

I ask parents to ensure that students arrive to school on time and get to each class on time. 
A brief discussion at home around this expectation would be very supportive of the school.

A further reminder that we have a Mobile Phone Policy that requires students to switch off 
their phone from the sound of the first warning bell for the day and store their phones away 
securely until they leave the school at the end of the day. Students are not to access their 
phones at any time throughout the day including breaks. A process for addressing a breach 
of the policy is in place and all students are well aware of their role in this process. 

SCHOOL CALENDAR 2020

FEBRUARY

Wednesday 03
• Year 12 Tertiary Day

Thursday 04
• Debate Team Sign Up Meeting - Lunch

Friday 05
• Year 12 Outdoor and Environmental   
 Studies Indigenous Relationships - City  
 Excursion

Thursday 11
• Year 12 Headstart Seminar - Study Skills:  
 Ace Your Exams - Period 1

• "Meet A Scientist" Live Webinar   
 Screening - Period 2

Friday 12
• Year 7 Transition Wellbeing Day - Eltham  
 Leisure Centre Period 1 & 2: 7A, 7B, 7C  
 and 7D

• Year 7 Transition Wellbeing Day - Eltham  
 Leisure Centre Period 3 & 4: 7E, 7F, 7G,  
 7H, 7J and 7K

Monday 15
• Year 11 Legal Studies Seminar:   
 Interpreting SAC Questions - Period 4

Thursday 18
• Eltham High School Swimming Carnival  
 at Aquarena Doncaster 

Thursday 25
• Year 12 Physical Education Seminar - Skill  
 Acquisition and Bio-Mechanics - Period 1

Friday 26
• Year 12 Outdoor and Environmental   
 Studies Overnight Camp: Wilsons Prom

• Class of 2020 Year 12 Formal Reunion

MARCH

Thursday 04
• Year 7 Immunisation Day

Friday 05
• Year 12 Arts and Studio Arts Excursion:  
 Tarrawarra Museum of Art

Tuesday 09
• Eltham High School Athletics Carnival at 
 Doncaster Athletics Track

Monday 22
• Year 12 Tutorial - Learning Tips and   
 Techniques to Help You...
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Student Achievement
Congratulations to all the Class of 2020 for their outstanding results, and on their success 
on gaining entry into their chosen pathways especially after a very challenging year. In 
particular, I congratulate our School Dux, Sasha Brooke (Class of 2020, Everard House). 
Sasha achieved an ATAR Rank of 98.2 and will be studying Space Science at RMIT University. 

Our students have been offered tertiary pathways in a vast range of fields primarily across 
a number of universities as well as a small number of TAFE providers. I take this opportunity 
to wish all of our students the very best in 2021 and beyond.

VCE Season of Excellence
A number of our students have been selected for the Victorian Season of Excellence. Con-
gratulations to Molly Morris-McGinty (Class of 2020, Andrew House) and Olivia Chubb 
(Class of 2020, Stewart House) whose artworks will be exhibited in Top Arts later this 
year. Congratulations also to Emer Rafferty (Class of 2020, Stewart House) whose Product 
Design-Textiles folio will be exhibited in Top Design and to Holly Rumble (Class of 2020, 
Rutter House) whose animation short film will be show in the Top Screen Exhibition. More 
information on these exhibition will be forwarded to you as it becomes available. 

Student Leadership
At the conclusion of the process, our Senior School leaders were announced at the first day 
assemblies. I take this opportunity to introduce our two school leaders to our community 
and to congratulate them on having been appointed to their positions. I also take this 
opportunity to thank the Senior School team and Mr Peter Torey for the work that they did 
to implement the selection process.

School Leaders
Tanner Carozzi (Year 12, Rutter House)

Campbell McKinnon (Year 12, Stewart House)

House Leaders

House Year 12 House Leaders Year 11 House Leaders

Rutter Clementine Coates Mary Schofield (Rutter House)

Stewart Raphael Howse (Stewart 
House)

Nicholas Makridis (Stewart House) 
Breanna Hogan (Stewart House)

Andrew Maedy Ennis (Andrew House) Rowan Fyffe (Andrew House)

Everard Jules Broeren (Everard House)

Team Leaders

Team Year 12 Year 11

Enviro Team Fieke van der Kamp (Stewart House) 
May Henry (Everard House)

Harmony Team Joy van Diemen-Hartlief 
(Stewart House)

Teyanah Brown (Rutter House) 
Maedy Ennis (Andrew House)
Kayla Charkisky (Andrew House)
Shahla Paynter (Rutter House

Peer Team Alanah Sutton (Stewart House) 
May Henry (Everard House)
Rhys Barwise (Rutter House)

Stem Team Fieke van der Kamp (Stewart House)
Jules Broeren (Everard House)

Comms Team Jason Burpee (Rutter House)
Rhys Barwise (Rutter House)

The Arts – 
Contemp. Music

Raphael Howse (Stewart 
House)

Jason Burpee (Rutter House)
Jules Broeren (Everard House)

The Arts – Visual 
Arts

Emily Broeren (Everard 
House)

Ethan Lonsdale (Andrew House)
Isobel Rowley (Andrew House)
Mary Schofield (Rutter House)
Milo Wade (Everard House)

If you would like to volunteer for our 
canteen in 2021 please send your 
email address and availabilities to our 
Canteen Manager, Carolina Constable 
at: cob@elthamhs.vic.edu.au

Please check the display at the 
Canteen for the daily specials

CANTEEN
ROSTER 

Eltham High School Anthology
When: Tuesday 
Location: Room 302  
Time: Lunchtime
Steve Ford
Eltham High School Anthology 
Coordinator

Eltham High School STEM Club
When: Every second Wednesday 
Location: Room 802  
Time: Lunchtime
Anam Javed
Eltham High School Science 
Coordinator

EXTRACURRICULAR 
CLASSES & TUTORIALS
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I wish all of our 2021 Student Leaders all the very best as they take on the challenges and 
opportunities that their particular role offers them. I look forward to their continued support 
and to working closely with them through this year. I am certain that like their predecessors, 
they will represent our school in an admirable way.

Nillumbik Australia Day Awards – Citizenship Awards
Congratulations to the following community members who were recognised through these 
awards:

Finn Deacey (Class of 2020, Andrew House) – Young Citizen of the Year. Over 2020, Finn 
balanced the completion of his Year 12 studies with his commitment to volunteering for 
a variety of community organisations. These include the Eltham CFA, Nillumbik’s FreeZa 
Group, Nillumbik Unplugged and Eltham Life 3095

Jan Aitken, NRC – Senior Citizen of the Year. Jan has been fundamental to the development 
and success of the Nillumbik Reconciliation Group. For 13 years as President, she has worked 
to connect communities through passion, warmth and a commitment to Reconciliation. 
Numerous other community organisations, including schools and individuals have also 
benefited from Jan’s dedication to giving, over the years. Jan has worked very closely with 
our school leaders across many years.

Peter Talbot, ELC – Volunteer of the Year. Peter a past student of our school has been an 
active member of Community and Volunteers of Eltham (CAVE) for 20 years, he has also 
been Liaison Officer for Eltham High School and Eltham Lions Club President. Over this time 
he has been tireless, despite his own health setbacks and challenges, in driving fundraising 
efforts for various important community causes.

Annual Privacy Reminder
Schools are required to include an annual privacy reminder to parents/carers/students at 
the start of each year. This reminder explains how personal information is handled in the 
school environment. I refer you to the outline on this topic at the end of this edition of the 
Newsletter.

Student Accident Insurance
Parents/guardians are reminded that the Department of Education and Early Childhood 
Development does not provide personal accident insurance for students. Likewise the 
school does not have a whole-school policy for personal accident insurance for students. 
Parents and guardians are responsible for paying the cost of medical treatment for injured 
students, including transport costs. Reasonably low cost accident insurance policies are 
available from some commercial insurers. These cover a range of medical expenses not 
covered by Medicare or private health insurance. Parents/guardians may wish to purchase 
such a policy for individual students.

Student Exchange Organisations Approved by the VRQA and therefore DET
Whilst it is unlikely that overseas travel will become available in the near future, the following 
is a 2021 update of the Student Exchange organisations approved by the VRQA to provide 
student exchange programs in Victoria. The list changes each year so it is important that 
you check the current list rather than relying on old information. 

Organisations Approved to Provide Student Exchange Programs in Victoria

Name of organisation Website

AFX Student Exchange Australia Ltd www.afxstudentexchange.com

Association of German Teachers of Victoria www.agtv.vic.edu.au

Australian Institute of International Understanding www.aiiu.com.au

IndoAustay Ltd www.aiav.org.au

Rotary Youth Exchange Victoria www.ryea.org.au

Scholarships for Australian German Student 
Exchange

www.sagse.org.au

Scouts Australia www.scouts.com.au

Southern Cross Cultural Exchange www.scce.com.au

Student Exchange Australia New Zealand Ltd www.studentexchange.org.au

Students of the World Ltd  www.studentsoftheworld.com.au

World Education Program Australia Ltd www.wep.org.au

Youth For Understanding Ltd www.yfu.com.au

PARENT
INFORMATION

GROUNDS COMMITTEE
COMMITTEE MEETINGS AND WORKING BEE DATES

2020
Working Bee Dates

We are always seeking new members 
for our Grounds Committee.

If you would like to get involved 
please contact Tim Natoli via email: 
nao@elthamhs.vic.edu.au

Our first Working Bee will be held on 
Sunday 21 February from 9:00am - 
12:00pm

More information will follow if next 
weeks newsletter and we hope to see 
you there.
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Each year we are asked about student exchange programs that provide a reciprocal 
benefit. It is important that if you wish to engage in reciprocal exchange that you utilise the 
services of one of the organisations on this list. The school will not be able to enrol overseas 
exchange students coming through organisations not on this list because they would not 
be approved by the Department of Education and Training.  If you need further information, 
please do not hesitate to call Kate Scalzo on 94305111 or e-mail sca@elthamhs.vic.edu.au

School Drop Off and Pick Up Times
I remind all parents and guardians and inform new parents and guardians to the school that 
student safety is the primary consideration at all times including both drop off time and 
pick up times.

Whilst traffic seems to flow smoothly through the circular driveway of the school at the start 
of the day, there seems to be greater congestion at pick up time in the afternoon.

The circular driveway is to be used purely for drop off and pick up. 

There is very little parking available within the school grounds between the following time 
(8:00 – 10:00am and 2:00 – 4:00pm). “No Standing Anytime” signs are located within the 
school and it is important that parents/guardians adhere to these. Furthermore, double 
parking is illegal in the street and within the school grounds, it causes further congestion, 
which in turn impinges on student safety. 

We will be enforcing the use of the circular driveway purely for drop off and pick up of 
students.

As you move into the circular driveway, if your child is not at the front of the school you 
will need to exit the driveway and re-enter. You may need to do this more than once. 
Alternatively, it is advisable that you organise with your child another location for pick up.

As always, we will continue to expect everyone to abide by road and safety laws and 
procedures as they move through the driveway. The same applies at the Ely Street end of 
the school. Staff parking on the street is now minimal and this means that there is space for 
drop off and pick up. Please do not park in residents’ driveways. No parents are to drive into 
the school driveway or park in it or across it. This is the only avenue that students have to 
get to and from the school buses and we must be vigilant for their safety. 

Subsequently, it is imperative that everyone behaves in a lawful and safe way out in Withers 
Way, Susan Street, Bell Street and Ely Street. We have informed the traffic division of the 
Shire of Nillumbik of the school’s strategy and it is possible that the Ranger‘s office may take 
action against people who disregard road and safety laws out in the streets. Likewise, the 
police will patrol the area at these peak times and they will not hesitate to reprimand and 
fine if necessary.

I trust that you will understand the need for this direction and I ask you for your continued 
support to ensure the safety of our kids. 

A further reminder that there have been changes to the parking areas on the north side of 
Withers Way across the road from the entry into the school. With the completion of Leisure 
Centre, redevelopment four parking bays have been converted into a bus-parking zone. 
This is to support the new entry into the Leisure Centre that has been designated a school 
entry. From 9:00am to 3:00pm, this area is purely a bus-parking zone. Between 8:00am and 
9:00am, this area is a school drop off zone (5-minutes Stop). Between 3:00pm and 4:00 
pm, this is a school pick up zone (5 minute Stop).

I encourage you to use this drop off and pick up zone. However, we have been advised that 
parking conditions across both Withers Way and Ely Street may be altered, I will certainly 
inform you of any changes if and when they come into effect. 

If you do use the drop off and pick up zone on Withers Way can you please direct your 
children to cross the road at the school crossing both on arrival and on their departure from 
school. We certainly do not want students crossing the road in front of oncoming cars and 
placing themselves at risk.

Thank you for your support with this matter.

Chess Club
When: Friday Lunchtime
Location:  Library
Junior School Team

Drama
When: Wednesday (Junior)
Thursday (Senior)
Location: 111 Drama Space
Time: 3.20pm – 5.00pm
Ryan Patterson, Drama Teacher

Scrambled Prince Workshops
When: Thursday
Location: 111 Drama Space
Time: 5.0pm – 7.00pm
Ryan Patterson, Drama Teacher

Interschool Debating Team
When: Monday Lunchtime
Location: Room 301
Bindhu Rajendra
Debating Coordinator

PRISIM
(People - Respecting - Indvidual’s - 
Sexuality - Identity - Movement)
When: Friday Lunchtime
Location: Student Services
Matthew Hapsberg
PRISM Leader

Tournament of Minds (Year 7 - 10)
When: Tuesday Lunchtime Term 2 and 3
Location: Room 154
Loren Clarke and Naomi Edrees
Tournament of Minds Coordinators

Language Conversation Club
When: Tuesday Lunchtime
Indonesian Club: Room 610
French Club: Room 612 
Catherine Considine Languages KLA 
Coordinator

STEM Club
When: Monday Lunchtime (Week B)
Anam Javed STEM Club Coordinator

ELTHAM HIGH SCHOOL CLUBS
WHY NOT GET INVOLVED!
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Junior Subschool Coordinator List
Team Leader: Melissa Hughes

Admin Support: Lestina Theodosis

7A, 7B and 7C Dominic Molinari

7D, 7E, 7F and 7G Suzy Oates

7H, 7J and 7K, Jim Petridis

Middle Subschool Coordinator List
Middle Subschool Leader: Ross McKinnon

Admin Support: Rhonda Bonfante

8A Jon Baly 9A Tracey Parker

8B Chris Serong 9B Natalie Tate

8C Natalie Tate 9C Jon Baly

8D Natalie Tate 9D Jon Baly

8E Luke Herring 9E Luke Herring

8F Luke Herring 9F Luke Herring

8G Chris Serong 9G Chris Serong

8H Peter Seymour 9H Chris Serong

8J Simon Maurdev 9J Simon Maurdev

8K Tracey Parker 9K Peter Seymour

8L Tracey Parker 9L Peter Seymour

8M Simon Maurdev

Senior Subschool Coordinator List
Senior Subschool Leader: Anna Panas

Admin Support: Susan Inglis 

VET/VCAL: Terri Wood

Careers/ Pathways Coord Ross Pringle 

10A, 11A and 12A Nural Seker 

10B, 11B and 12B Amelia Veronese

10C, 11C and 12C Michael Doherty 

10D, 11D and 12D Mark Jackman 

10E, 11E and 12E Ashlea Oates 

10F, 11F and 12F Diane Parry 

NAME CODE

ABRAHAMS, Gavin ABR

AGAR, Christopher AGA

ALDERTON, Richard ALR

ALLEN, Shani ALZ

ALLENDER, David ALL

ALLINSON, Nicholas ALI

ANDERSON, Skye ANR

AYRES Donna AYR

BALY, Jon BAY

BALDWIN, Melissa BAW

BERNARDINI, Gianluca BZR

BERTONCINI, Kayla BET

BLACKBURNE, Lucy BLA

BONFANTE, Rhonda BON

BOVEZZA, Lisa BOV

NAME CODE

BOYSEN, Kathryn BOE

BOYD, Philip BOD

BREAR, Amelia BRX

BUSZARD, Ottilie BUZ

CAMERON, Denise CAE

CAMPAGNA, Marion CAG

CASTLES, Lisa CST

CLARK, Raymond CZZ

CLARKE, Loren CLR

COCCO, Tania COC

CONSIDINE, Cathe-rine COI

CONSIDINE, John COZ

CONSTABLE, Carolina COB

CONTI, Natalie CCO

COOPER, Nic COO
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CORLESS, Trish CRL

COTTER, Danielle COT

COVENTRY, Rob COV

CUSUMANO, Beth CUS

DALAMAGAS, Vicky DAM

D’AVOINE, Jacinta DVO

DAWES, Ben DAW

DAVIS, Lyn (Wednesday) DAV

DEAN, Audrey DEN

DELANEY, Tish DEL

DOHERTY, Michael DOH

DROHAN, Joanne DRO

EDREES, Naomi EDR

ELORDIETA, John ELO

ELVEY, Kristina ELY

FECONDO, Allesha FEC

FOOTE, Harry FOT

FOOTE, Lisa FOO

FRANCIS, Jenny FRS

GAYLARD, Melanie GAA

GORNALLE, Lorna GOR

GRIFFETH, Madeleine GRF

HAPSBERG, Matthew HAZ

HARRINGTON, Jacqui HRR

HEATH, Natalie HET

HEATHCOTE, Louise HEA

HENNUYER, Sandrine HEU

HERRING, Luke HER

HUANG, Qiao Ning HUA

HUGHES, Kathy HUG

HUGHES, Melissa HUH

INGLIS, Susan ING

INOUE-ANDERSSON, 
Chizuko

INO

JACKMAN, Mark JAK

JAVED, Anam JAV

JENSEN, Aaron JNN

KASKAMANIDIS, Max KAS

KEATING, Sue KEA

KEENAN, Rick KZZ

KESKINEN, Soile KES

KREYMBORG, Cassie KRE

LAURENCE, Cameron LAU

LEAHY, Kirsty LEH

LEINER, Ute LEN

LUTTICK, Stephanie LUT

McKENZIE, Alicia MEZ

MacKINNON, Alice MNN

MALONE, Rhonda MAL

MATTERS, David MAT

MAURDEV, Simon MAU

McDONALD, Julie MCD

McKINLAY, Sarah MKL

McKINNON, Ross MKI

McNALLY, Lauren MNA

McQUEEN, Lee MCQ

McQUEEN, Naomi MQQ

MEDDINGS, Dylan MED

MIDDLETON, Ilse MID

MILES, Damien MIL

MILLS, Brent MLS

MILLS, Grace MLL

MOLINARI, Dominic MOL

MONIGATTI, Tim MOI

MOUYIS, Helen MOU

MULLINS, Fran MUL

NATOLI, Tim NAO

NICASSIO, Manuela NIC

NICASSIO, Michael NIA

NICHOLSON, Jane NIO

NICHOLSON, Peter NIH

OATES, Ashlea OAE

OATES, Suzanne OAT

O’BRIEN, Anthony OBR

PANAS, Anna PAN

PARKER, Tracey PAK

PARRY, Diane PAR

PEPYAT, Madison PEP

PASCOE, Bree PAS

PATTERSON, Ryan PAT

PETRIDIS, Jim PET

PICKETT, Sue PIC

PILEIO, Antoinette PIL

PIRAS, Gabriel PIR

PRINGLE, Ross PRI

SCALZO, Kate SCA

SCANLON, Adam SCN

SEEDEEN, Rashad SEE

SEKER, Nural SEK

SERONG, Chris SEN

SEYMOUR, Peter SEY

SHEA, Kit SHZ

SHELTON, Emma SHN

SHEPHERD, Sharon SHP

SICARI, Vincent SIC

SMITH, Jennifer SMZ

SMITH, Pete SZZ

SQUIRES, Darren SQU
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STELLAS, Mary STS

STEVENS, Sarah STV

SUTTON, Jodie SUT

TATE, Natalie TAT

TAYLOR, Jeremy TAO

THEODOSIS, Lestina THE

TOREY, Peter TOR

TREVITHICK, Rhys TRE

TURNER, Briony TUU

TURNER, Katherine TUE

VAUGHAN, Melissa VAU

VERONESE, Amelia VEO

WANG, Maggie WNG

WATTS, Roxanne WAZ

WILLIAMS, Lynlee WIA

WOOD, Terri WOO

YOUNG, Anthony YOO

YOUNG, Carly (Mon-days) YOU

YOUNG, Natasha YOG

ZERNA, Catherine ZER

ZIADA, Yasemin ZIA

ZORZAN, Adrianna ZOR

VINCENT SICARI, Principal

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
 
Recognising Student Achievement 
At the end of 2020 we acknowledged students across Year 7 – 10 for their commitment 
to their learning. Today I would like to acknowledge our Year 11 students of 2020 as they 
commence their Year 12 year.

Last year we recorded information about the contributions that students have made. In 
recognising and celebrating the various strengths of our students we collected data across 
four categories; 

• Academic, 
• Community Connection, 
• Challenge Yourself, and 
• Global Citizenship. 

In identifying students for the Academic Award, we look closely at feedback from teachers 
through interim reports. Rather than looking at results we are interested in the learning 
dispositions such as effort and persistence. In addition this year we are also looking at 
engagement in remote and flexible learning. We also consider other Academic Awards 
such as Art Awards, Maths competitions and engagement with the Anthology.

In selecting students for the Community Connection award, we are focused on students 
that engage broadly within our school community. This includes students who are Peer 
Mentors, members of the Principal’s Advisory group, Music Leaders and those students 
who take on additional opportunities to volunteer or present. 

The Challenge Yourself Award recognises students that challenge themselves to develop 
their expertise across a range of areas. This includes students that sign up for Debating, 
represent the school at District and State levels in Sport, take up STEM opportunities, are 
part of a Volleyball team and involved in Music ensembles. While some of the examples 
outlined haven’t been possible for much of the year, there is no doubt that many students at 
Eltham High School took every opportunity to challenge themselves within the significant 
restrictions that the lockdown had imposed.

Being awarded the Global Citizenship Award recognises those outward looking students 
that take their focus on social and environmental responsibility very seriously. They are the 
students on the Environment team, the Harmony team, step up for the Duke of Edinburgh 
award and sign up for programs such as World Challenge and Student Exchange. The focus 
on this has been local rather than global by necessity last year.

We would like to recognise and celebrate the following Year 12 students for their 
contributions and commitment across the 2020 school year. 

Academic Recognition Award
Aidan Davies (Year 12, Andrew House)
Luka Mackew (Year 12, Andrew House)
Alex Harrison (Year 12, Andrew House)
Lucas Kennealy (Year 12, Stewart House)
Lucas Butler (Year 12, Everard House)
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Community Connection Award
Elyssia Kenshole (Year 12, Andrew House)
Manu Ranganathan (Year 12, Everard House)

Significant Contribution Across Three or More Areas
Clementine Coates (Year 12, Rutter House)
Tanner Carozzi (Year 12, Rutter House)

Overall Commitment Award
Campbell McKinnon (Year 12, Stewart House)

Congratulations to all students that have been recognised.

School Dress Code
The school dress code is well publicised within our school community and we continue to 
seek support from families to ensure that the dress code guidelines are both understood 
and implemented. 

We ask that our parents/guardians support our school dress code with the warmer weather 
starting to approach and that students are dressed appropriately.

Clothing items not acceptable for school

• Brief clothing;

• Singlets or sleeveless t-shirts;

• Brief skirts and shorts;

• Shirts or dresses with a shoulder strap less than 6cm in width;

• Bare midriff;

• Exposed underwear;

• Thongs are not appropriate footwear for a school environment; and/or

• Clothing with offensive messages or images.

FRAN MULLINS, Assistant Principal

PARENTS AND CARERS
 
2021 CSEF Applications
The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF) provides payments for eligible students to 
attend activities like:

• School camps or trips

• Swimming And School-Organised Sport Programs

• Outdoor Education Programs

• Excursions And Incursions

Applications for 2021 are now open, through until the end of term 2, 2021. If you applied for 
the CSEF at Eltham High School in 2020, you do not need to complete an application form 
in 2021 unless there has been a change in your family circumstances. Eltham High School 
will apply for the CSEF on your behalf.

You will only need to submit an application form in 2021 if any of the following changes 
have occurred:

• New student enrolments: your child has started or changed schools in 2021 or you 
did not apply at the same school in 2020 or

• Changed family circumstances: such as a change of custody, change of name, 
concession card number, or new siblings commencing at the school in 2021.

Schools are able to accept and process applications up until the end of term two each year.  
CSEF payments are made to schools from March onwards each year.

CATHERINE ZERNA, Finance Manager

✘ NOT OKAY

Student dreSS Code

Not acceptable for school
• Brief clothing

•  Singlets or sleeveless t-shirts  
(even if the shoulder strap is wider than 6cm)

• Brief skirts and shorts

• Shirts or dresses with a shoulder strap less than 6cm in width

• Bare midriff

• Exposed underwear

• Thongs are not appropriate footwear for a school environment.

Students will be informed of further guidelines in relation to specific classes.  
Health and Safety standards require protective clothing and solid footwear in some subjects, 
and students are expected to comply with teacher instructions in these subjects.
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JUNIOR SCHOOL
 
Junior School News
Our Year 7s made an excellent start to their 2021 school year. It has been wonderful to see 
everyone together and to begin settling into school journey together. Thanks to all families 
for their support in ensuring that students were well prepared for their first day.

There is lots to learn and we know that there will be some tired but excited young people 
at home for the next couple of weeks as they get their heads around the way things work 
at high school.

Our home school partnership program is beginning a little earlier this year as we know that 
many families are keen to meet the team who will be supporting their young person and 
visit the school.

The first opportunity to engage with some transition support will be this Thursday 4th 
February when we run an online Compass information session for families who are not 
familiar with the platform and would like to learn more about how we use this tool to support 
the transition process. Registrations for this opportunity is here: https://www.trybooking.
com/BONMC

The event will be recorded for anyone who isn't able to attend the live session.

The next event will be the Meet the Teachers Evening on Wednesday 10 February from 
6.30pm to 8:00pm and will be hosted onsite. You will see this event on your Compass 
calendars.

The evening is an opportunity to meet the Year 7 subject teachers face-to-face and to 
receive a broad insight into what each subject entails. Subject teachers will speak to parent 
cohorts for a few minutes about the subjects and provide key information. Students are not 
required to attend.

We look forward to seeing you online and at school over the coming weeks.

MELISSA HUGHES, Junior School Leader

MIDDLE SCHOOL
 
Middle School News
Welcome to all our Year 8 and 9 students. It was great to see all our students back at school 
for their first day. Over the course of the day all students attended an assembly (with social 
distancing) during which they were addressed by our student leaders. The student leaders 
spoke about the school values, and spent some time discussing how these values are the 
foundations upon which our school is built. Our Principal, Mr Sicari, also spoke about the 
school values and how they underpin all decision making at Eltham High. I look forward to 
working with all our families during the school year, as we work together to support our 
students in a manner that is informed by these same values. 

Year 8 Camp
During the week of March 15-19, all Year 8 students will participate in a 2 day Surf Camp at 
Lorne. Dates are shown below, information will be distributed to students in the near future. 

8A, 8B & 8C: Monday 15 - Tuesday 16 March

8D, 8E & 8F: Tuesday 16 - Wednesday 17 March

8G, 8H & 8J: Wednesday 17 - Thursday 18 March

8K, 8L & 8M: Thursday 18 - Friday 19 March. 

Lockers
All students have now been allocated a locker. It is our expectation that students secure 
their locker with a combination lock provided purchased from the school. There are a 
number reasons why the school combination locks are the preferred choice of lock

ROSS MCKINNON, Middle School Team Leader
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MUSIC
 
2021 Second Hand Instrument Register 
Each year our Music Department runs a second hand instrument sales register for new 
Year 7 students to purchase second hand instruments. Assessment of the second hand 
instruments takes place in November each year.

If you are considering selling an instrument on the second hand instrument register it must 
be serviced prior to being added. A copy of the service receipt must be provided.

If your child is currently undertaking lessons at Eltham High School the instrument can be 
assessed by the teacher prior to being serviced at the end of the year. Please book a service 
for December or January.

If the instrument is not currently being used in lessons at Eltham High School please 
ensure it has been serviced prior to bringing it to the Music Department for assessment in 
November.

During this period it is important to book the service of the instrument in advance as 
Covid-19 precautions will mean that instrument repairers have extra processes in place to 
keep themselves and customers safe.

RICK KEENAN, Director of Music

DRAMA
 
Eltham High School Drama Program
If you want to know about the Eltham High School Drama Program you’ve come to the 
right place. The co-curricular program is inclusive and open to everyone. Junior Drama 
involves Year 7 and 8 students and Senior Drama involves Year 9 to 12 students. Each 
group undertakes activities that develop performance skills, abilities to work as part of an 
ensemble and self-confidence. Each group will produce a performance per semester.

Junior Drama will begin on Wednesday 10 February at 3.20 in 111.

Senior Drama will begin on Thursday 11 February at 3.20 in 111.

There is a cost of $180 each semester to be a part of the program.

Other opportunities may arise for committed and passionate drama students. At the 
moment we have 3 additional groups, each creating their own pieces of theatre.

Keep an eye open around the school for promotion for the upcoming productions 
of ‘Backstroke’ and ‘She Is Fire.’ And follow us on Facebook – www.facebook.com/
scrambledprince

It’s certainly an exciting time to be a Drama student at Eltham High School.

If you have any questions about Drama at Eltham please contact Ryan Patterson.

RYAN PATTERSON, Drama Coordinator
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SPORT
 
Sport at Eltham High School in 2021
After a topsy-turvy year of Sport in 2020, Sport and Interschool Sport is back on at Eltham 
High School in 2021. We will be working within the Department and School Sport Victoria’s 
CovidSafe Guidelines in regards to transport, venues and equipment. 

House Sport Carnivals
Eltham High School will be holding two House Sport Carnivals during Term 1. The 
Swimming Carnival will take place at Aquarena, Doncaster Thursday 18 February and the 
Athletics Carnival is on Tuesday 9 March at the Doncaster Athletics Track.  Both days are 
considered ‘normal’ school days and as such it is expected that all students attend. There 
is a strong history at Eltham High of students dressing up in House Colours and a ‘Best 
Dressed’ competition is held at each event. Participation is not compulsory, and students 
can enter as many or as few events as they wish. The results are used to select the students 
who advance to the District Sports.

Interschool Sport
Eltham High participates in the ‘School Sport Victoria’ sporting program.  We enter teams 
into a ‘Round Robin’ competition with local schools in the Nillumbik District. Each section 
of the school can participate in one Round Robin each term. Different sports are offered in 
each term and successful teams advance to Region Finals. There is an associated cost for 
participating in the Inter-School Sports Program - $20 per student. This helps contribute 
to the upkeep of Team Uniforms, Equipment and Transport. Payment and Permission is 
given through the ‘Compass’ Portal and must be completed 48 hours prior to the event in 
order for students to attend.  Hand written notes will no longer be accepted on the day of 
competition. Students can participate in one sport per term – Competitions are held on the 
same day.

Sports for Term 1 are as follows:

Senior (Year 11 and 12) – Friday 19 February
Cricket, Baseball, Softball, Tennis, Volleyball, Basketball and Table Tennis

Intermediate (Year 9 and 10) – Wednesday 24 February
Cricket, Baseball, Softball, Tennis and Volleyball

Year 7 – Thursday 18 March
Cricket, Baseball, Softball, Tennis and Volleyball

Year 8 – Tuesday 30 March
Cricket, Baseball, Softball, Tennis and Volleyball

Timetabled Sport – Year 7 and 8
Students in Year 7 and 8 participate in a Sport session once per week. Students participate 
in a range of sports throughout the term. Students are involved in the umpiring and scoring 
duties each week. We aim to provide students with a small taste of a variety of sports, many 
of which are offered in the Inter-School Sports Program. Participation is the main goal of 
these sessions and students are encouraged to experience a range of games. There is an 
expectation the students change into their PE uniforms for this session – we would greatly 
appreciate your assistance in ensuring PE uniforms are brought to school for both PE and 
Sport sessions.

For any questions regarding the Sports Program, please feel free to contact us at school.

NIC COOPER and BREE PASCOE, Sports Coordinators
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STUDENT GROWTH AND LEADERSHIP
 
School for Student Leadership
The School for Student Leadership is a Victorian Department of Education and Training 
(DET) initiative offering a unique residential education experience for Year 9 students. The 
curriculum focuses on personal development and team learning projects sourced from 
students' home regions. 

There are three campuses in iconic locations across Victoria. The Alpine School Campus 
is located at Dinner Plain in the Victorian Alps. Snowy River Campus is near the mouth of 
the Snowy River at Marlo in east Gippsland. The third site is adjacent to Mount Noorat near 
Camperdown in Victoria’s Western District, and is called Gnurad-Gundidj. After consultation 
with the local aboriginal community, this name represents both the indigenous name of the 
local area and an interpretation of the statement "belonging to this place".

A new campus is nearing completion in the Yarra Valley at the small hamlet of Don Valley. 
This fourth campus is due to open in 2021.  

This is a very worthwhile program, in which Eltham High School has had a long history of 
involvement. Unfortunately, in 2020 our participation was curtailed do the COVID crisis. In 
2021 we will again have the opportunity to send a small team to Gnurad-Gundidj in term 3.

Graduates or participants in this program share a strong bond to each other, fellow past 
students and also to the staff in the various campuses. So strong is the bond that Tymon 
Van Diemen Hartlief (Year 12, Stewart House) and Joy Van Diemen Hartlief (Year 12, 
Stewart House), graduate of the Alpine School campus in 2018, made a recent visit to 
their past campus. They were invited to lunch and made a presentation to current students 
attending.

Kwong Lee Dow Young Scholar
Today’s event consisted of introductions to what the Kwong Lee Dow Young Scholar 
involves, and included previous scholars recounting their experiences. We were shown a 
video made by Professor Kwong Lee Dow - who unfortunately couldn’t attend this session 
- which outlined the opportunities presented by the program, including the academic 
enrichment and the facilities that the University of Melbourne offers. Professor Kwong Lee 
Dow also emphasised that there was no pressure to attend the University of Melbourne 
after completing our secondary education, and rather that this course was to aid us in 
facilitating our learning and maximising our potential at a tertiary institution. 

We were introduced to multiple faculty members, including the coordinators: Kerryn Skinner 
and Samantha Fossey. In addition, the student panel that was included had undergraduates 
and postgraduates, studying in a range of fields, from a Bachelor of Commerce to a Doctor 
in Medicine. They provided us with a multitude of advice, encouraging us to ‘go for it’, 
‘experience as much as you can’, and ‘take initiative’. 

The program will give us a chance to get to know the University of Melbourne's massive 
campus (so massive it has its own postcode!) and how to get around, access the University 
of Melbourne's physical library (the biggest library in the southern hemisphere!), and start 
to navigate the complexity of university in terms of the many various types and levels of 
courses available. Equally important will be the social aspect and the opportunity to meet 
new, like minded people outside of school and make lasting friendships with other KLD 
scholars going through the same years.

Although it is a chance to start to get some understanding of the university world, 
Professor Kwong Lee Dow hopes that we enjoy these next (and last) two years of school 
and contribute to the life of the school and of our community as much as we can.

Past KLD scholars currently studying at Melbourne emphasized the importance of asking 
questions and seeking support to get the most out of the program. They were amazed 
by how open people were to making friends, and the range of services, opportunities, 
flexibility, and social connections available.

Things to look forward to include; events (such as possibly a sleepover at a college), VCE 
revision lectures, 1st year uni lectures, getting a sense of the (large range of interesting) 
clubs and volunteering opportunities, extending our comfort zones, meeting current uni 
students, and overall getting excited about uni as the next step!

Fieke Van Der Kamp (Year 11, Stewart House) and
Jules Broeren (Year 11, Everard House)

PETER TOREY, Student Growth Leader
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PRIVACY COLLECTION STATEMENT - SECONDARY SCHOOLS
 
Information For Parents And Carers
During the ordinary course of your child’s attendance at our school, school staff will collect 
your child’s personal and health information when necessary to educate your child, or 
to support your child’s social and emotional wellbeing or health. Such information will 
also be collected when required to fulfil a legal obligation, including duty of care, anti-
discrimination law and occupational health and safety law. If that information is not 
collected, the school may be unable to provide optimal education or support to your child 
or fulfil those legal obligations.

For example, health information may be collected through the school nurse, primary welfare 
officer or wellbeing staff member. If your child is referred to a specific health service at 
school, such as a Student Support Service officer, or school-engaged psychologist, the 
required consent will be obtained. 

Our school may use online tools, such as apps and other software, to effectively collect 
and manage information about your child for teaching and learning purposes, parent 
communication and engagement; student administration; and school management 
purposes. When our school uses these online tools, we takes steps to ensure that your 
child’s information is secure. If you have any concerns about the use of these online tools, 
please contact us.

School staff will only share your child’s personal or health information with other staff 
who need to know to enable the school to educate or support your child, or fulfil a legal 
obligation.

When our students transfer to another Victorian government school, personal and health 
information about that student will be transferred to that next school. Transferring this 
information is in the best interests of our students and assists that next school to provide 
optimal education and support to students.

In some limited circumstances, information may be disclosed outside of the school (and 
outside of the Department of Education and Training). The school will seek your consent for 
such disclosures unless the disclosure allowed or mandated by law.

Our school values the privacy of every person. When collecting and managing personal 
and health information, all school staff must comply with Victorian privacy law. For more 
information about privacy including about how to access personal and health information 
held by the school about you or your child, see our school’s privacy policy: https://www.
education.vic.gov.au/Pages/schoolsprivacypolicy.aspx 

Throughout this notice, ‘staff’ includes principals, teachers, Student Support Service 
officers, youth workers, social workers, nurses and any other allied health practitioners 
and all other staff at our school. This includes employees, agents and service providers 
(contractors) of the Department, whether paid or unpaid.
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O U R  S E R V I C E S  I N C L U D E :

Emergency Relief, Material Aid

Food Support, Transport Support

Education Support

Homelessness & Hygiene Support 

Financial and Personal Counselling

Family Legal Service, Tax Help

Public Internet & Computer Kiosk

 

 

DVCS recognises that young people

are some of the most disadvantaged

and vulnerable in our local community.

Young people face greater barriers

when it comes to access to education,

employment, housing, and transport to

name a few. However young people are

also the experts on devising solutions

to address their own barriers and to

lead the way.

 

The DVCS YMAD (Youth Making a Difference) Project is

a 6-month project focused on bringing local young

people together to work on small projects in Banyule

and Nillumbik to support other local young people who

are doing it tough. 

Why: Because Youth working together Make a Difference

and have a greater impact in our community. 

 

Diamond Valley Community Support (DVCS) is a

not-for-profit charitable organisation that has been

serving the local Diamond Valley community since

1972. DVCS services are free, confidential, impartial and

independent. We assist over 2,000 people experiencing

financial and/or personal hardship each year, and we

are supported by more than 100 volunteers and 5 staff.

Diamond Valley

Community Support 
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Eltham Junior Football Club 

REGISTRATION  
NOW OPEN 

Boys Under 9’s to 17’s 
Girls Under 10’s to 18’s  

All new players welcome 
To register and preseason training 

details go to  
www.elthamjfc.com.au 

Mobile: 0412 148 341 
 

DISCLAIMER: “Eltham High School does not endorse 
any company, organisation, service or product referenced 

in Community Announcements”


