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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
 
Flexible and Remote Learning Update
At the start of week four of our “Flexible and Remote Learning” Program, I want to thank 
you all for your ongoing support of our young people, but also for the support you have 
shown our School to date. 

I encourage you to continue your work with gusto. We are all starting to feel a little tired, 
and may be experiencing that lull in the implementation dip; but this is not the time for any 
of us to become complacent. 

Whilst certainly things are falling more and more into place, we do not want to suffer the 
illusion that things will proceed smoothly from now on. The reality is that each week will 
be different; in fact, each day will be different. It will confront us with its own challenges, 
opportunities, successes and failures; but we all know that we are a very resilient 
community and that irrespective of what comes our way we will remain focused and will 
continue to learn and grow.

From the feedback that we have received from parents/guardians, students and staff, 
it seems that everyone is ‘settling’ into the routine of flexible and remote learning. Our 
students seem more in tune with what they are required to do and how to go about their 
work. There is a level of calm from the home front; teachers and support staff are a little 
more relaxed about their preparation for and delivery of classes online. However, not all this 
comes without a challenge. The challenge this week is around the students’ perception of 
the amount of work that teachers are setting and expecting them to undertake remotely. 

Late last week a number of students contacted me to ask for help. These were students 
from across the school but in particular from the Senior School. Their general concern was 
that they're struggling to stay on top of everything. They feel that teachers seem to have 
similar expectations of them in this flexible and remote learning phase as face-to-face 
learning, and therefore set similar amounts of work and tight timelines. 

It is perceived that some teachers seem so intent on getting through as much work as 
possible during a WebEx class that they leave no time for students to get some of the 
work done during the class and hence all the work is expected to be completed outside 
of class time. This creates the additional issue of how to separate class time at home and 
homework. These students feel as if they are consistently engaged with school with no 
separation between school and home. 

This is no different to the feeling expressed by staff as a result of the increase in workload 
through preparation and planning as well as the increased submission of work, which 
needs to be corrected and assessed and feedback provided to students. 

We all know that perceptions if not addressed become reality and therefore it is clear that 
an adjustment is warranted. 
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A candid reflection of what has been occurring particularly at the VCE level reveals the 
following:

1. It would be fair to say that in the first couple of weeks, teachers have been feeling 
anxious about how to best connect with the flexible and remote learning strategy.

2. They have also been feeling anxious about not being able to monitor the learning in 
the way that they have been used to.

3. They are concerned about not being able to do the very best for their students in 
the new environment and have a worrying concern about not being able to get 
through the work.

4. Until late last week, there have been no clear guidelines from the VCAA around how 
to minimise workload, and this has added to the worry that teachers have about 
getting through the teaching, and the work etc.

5. Teachers have engaged with technology at various levels. Some are delivering full-
on WebEx classes, which as mentioned previously there is the perception that at 
times, these provide little if any time for work to be completed ‘in class’ whilst a 
few classes are progressively engaging with this technology. A number of other 
platforms have also been used to support learning.

What appears to be helpful at this present time would be for teachers to now take some 
time to reflect on their programs and adjust the level of work and timelines accordingly. This 
will create a new balance between school and home potentially leading to a minimisation 
of stress and anxiety in our students, as well as support their own health and wellbeing. 

This is the right time to make these adjustments. Teachers have had about three weeks to 
get accustomed to this new approach.  Their feedback indicates that they are feeling more 
comfortable, less stressed, more confident and are travelling much better.

Most of the work at Senior School is guided by the VCAA and as I mentioned earlier, on 
Thursday 30 April we did receive confirmation that Study Designs for Unit 4 across all 
studies have been reviewed and amended for 2020. Unit 1 and 2 Studies remain unchanged 
and there are a few changes to Unit 3 in a small number of specific studies. 

These amendments are in recognition of the move to flexible and remote learning and to 
address some of the uncertainly for Victoria’s senior secondary students.

The following is a transcript of part of the VCAA communication sent by VCAA’s Stephen 
Gniel (Acting Chief Executive Officer):

This adds to the previous announcements that the GAT will be postponed to October; the 
teaching time will be extended; VCE exams will be conducted in December and VCE and 
VCAL completion will take place by the end of 2020. Some VET Certificates will not be 
awarded until 2021 if the particular certificate has a requirement for Structured Workplace 
Learning that students may not be able to complete prior to the end of 2020.

Therefore, in addition to implementing the changes specified in the Study Designs, what 
are we doing to support an adjustment to the teaching and learning program across the 
school?

Mrs Melissa Hughes (Junior School Team/Transition Leader) has already begun discussing 
this with staff and encouraging them to allow students to take stock and consolidate. 

In Middle School PE classes, we have asked students to keep a physical activity journal that 
helps with well-being.

At one of our Professional learning Sessions last week, we asked staff to share their 
practice: how they plan their teaching, how they adjust their program and how they deliver 
the learning. This was very well received and staff found it very useful. 

There is a further Professional Learning Session planned for this week where sharing best 
practice will continue.

Through the Key Learning Area (KLA) Coordinators, staff have been given license not to 
feel guilty about adjusting their program.  They have been asked to review them to identify 
the essential elements that must be delivered but at this point in time; and even more 
importantly, to identify what they can let go of.

Staff are being supported to do this across the School in their KLA Planning Teams and 
our KLA Coordinators have already put things in place to ensure this happens. Part of the 
upcoming Curriculum Day will be spent with staff working in their KLAs continuing with 
this work. 

As you can see, we are addressing these concerns immediately. Students should have 
already started to see some improvement in this area.

Alongside with ensuring that students are accountable, have a time management plan, 
and seek support in the home environment, I ask you all to encourage them to hang in 
there, not lose confidence, take their breaks, keep focused, be more realistic and not feel 
overwhelmed if they cannot achieve everything. 

If you would like to volunteer for our 
canteen in 2020 please send your 
email address and availabilities to our 
Canteen Manager, Carolina Constable 
at: cob@elthamhs.vic.edu.au

CANTEEN
ROSTER 

Eltham High School Swim Squad
When: Thursday 
Location: Eltham Leisure Centre  
Time: 7.00am – 8.00am
Phil Boyd
Eltham High School Swimming Club 
Coordinator

Eltham High School Anthology
When: Tuesday 
Location: Room 302  
Time: Lunchtime
Steve Ford
Eltham High School Anthology 
Coordinator

Eltham High School STEM Club
When: Every second Wednesday 
Location: Room 802  
Time: Lunchtime
Anam Javed
Eltham High School Science 
Coordinator

EXTRACURRICULAR 
CLASSES & TUTORIALS
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Let us continue to work together to make this the best experience possible for everyone. 

I refer you to the fourth edition of the Wellbeing News which appears in the wellbeing 
section of this newsletter.

VINCENT SICARI, Principal

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL'S REPORT
 
Small Business Support – Nillumbik Shire Council
Council’s Economic Development and Tourism team are available to support local business 
owners and operators within the Shire during this challenging and disruptive time of the 
coronavirus pandemic. 

A range of resources and information are on offer as well as access to free virtual 
mentoring, online workshops and marketing opportunities. 

For further information, please email business@nillumbik.vic.gov.au or phone 9433 3128

DARREN SQUIRES, Assistant Principal

PARENTS AND CARERS
 
Family Statements - Credits For Cancelled Activities
Thank you to families for your patience while the Finance team have worked through 
the process of crediting family accounts for payments made towards camps, excursions 
and sports that were cancelled as a result of COVID-19 and the ban on school activities 
imposed by the DET on 15 March.

Family Statements have been emailed to your nominated billing email address. Please 
take the time to review your statement and if you wish to have the credits allocated 
to outstanding items on your account, please email accounts@elthamhs.vic.edu.au 
confirming in writing the items that the credits are to be allocated to.

Please note that we are still working with our providers in regards to refunds for Top Class 
Drama, French Language Tour, Strings Music Camp, Senior Art and Design Enrichment 
Tour and Rock to Top Tours and will advise families as soon as we have reached an 
outcome.

To make payments, please call 9430 5118 to pay by credit card over the phone or log onto 
Compass to access payments via Course Confirmation/Payments and Events. Please note 
that Music Program Fees do not appear on Compass.

2020 CSEF Applications – COVID-19
If your family circumstances have changed due to COVID-19, you may now be eligible to 
receive CSEF funding. To be eligible, you must be one of the following:

A parent/carer (of the relevant student) who is:

1. On the first day of term one or the first day of term two an eligible beneficiary of 
either a Centrelink Health Care Card or a Pensioner Concession Card;

2. An eligible beneficiary of a Veteran’s Affairs Gold Card;

3. A temporary foster carer; or

4. The parent/carer of a student who is 16 years or older and who holds a valid 
concession card (such as a Youth Allowance Health Care Card or a Disability 
Support Pension Card).

Provided the above conditions are satisfied, the amount payable for Secondary School 
students is $225. Applications can be made up until the end of Term 2 by completing 
a CSEF application form and returning by email to accounts@elthamhs.vic.edu.au, or 
dropping the completed form into the General Office. Payments are made to schools and 
held in credit on family accounts.

The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF) provides payments for eligible students 
to attend activities like:

• School camps or trips;

• Swimming and school-organised sport programs;

Chess Club
When: Friday Lunchtime
Location:  Library
Junior School Teamr

Drama
When: Wednesday (Junior)
Thursday (Senior)
Location: 111 Drama Space
Time: 3.20pm – 5.00pm
George Franklin, Drama Teacher

Scrambled Prince Workshops
When: Thursday
Location: 111 Drama Space
Time: 5.0pm – 7.00pm
Ryan Patterson, Drama Teacher

Interschool Debating Team
When: Monday Lunchtime
Location: Room 301
Madeleine Griffeth
Debating Coordinator

PRISIM
(People - Respecting - Indvidual’s - 
Sexuality - Identity - Movement)
When: Friday Lunchtime
Location: Student Services
Louise Heathcote 
Student Services Leader

Violet Fems 
When: Tuesday Lunchtime
Location: Room Student Services
Louise Heathcote 
Student Services Leader

Tournament of Minds (Year 7 - 10)
When: Tuesday Lunchtime Term 2 and 3
Location: Room 154
Loren Clarke and Naomi Edrees
Tournament of Minds Coordinators

Language Conversation Club
When: Tuesday Lunchtime
Indonesian Club: Room 610
French Club: Room 612 
Catherine Considine Languages KLA 
Coordinator

STEM Club
When: Monday Lunchtime (Week B)
Indonesian Club: Room 610
French Club: Room 802 
Anam Javed STEM Club Coordinator

ELTHAM HIGH SCHOOL CLUBS
WHY NOT GET INVOLVED!
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• Outdoor education programs;

• Excursions and incursions;

• Due to COVID-19, CSEF may also be used to contribute to the cost of dongles and/
or data to assist with access to e-Learning. If CSEF is used to support internet 
access, further CSEF will not be made available for camps later in  the year.

You can download a CSEF form via this link:

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/about/programs/health/CSEF-Application-
Form-2020.pdf

CATHERINE ZERNA, Finance Manager

SENIOR SCHOOL
 
Year 12 Jumpers - Orders Open  
Year 12 Jumper Orders are now open until Sunday 10 May. 

All orders will be made through  the Reform Clothing Website as per instructions:  
https://shop.reformclothing.com/join/tf5970

All nicknames will be checked by Senior School. They must be appropriate for a school 
jumper.

If you have any questions, please email Hannah Allen on ale@elthamhs.vic.edu.au

Year 11 and 12 VCE and VCAL Student Personal Details Form and/or Full Details 
Report for 2020
If you have not already signed your VCAA documentation please look out for an email 
containing a scanned version of the document/s and to thoroughly check, sign and return 
them as soon as possible. If there are updates required, students need to include these on 
the returned form so that VASS can be updated. 

As always, students are welcome to contact Susan Inglis via email ing@elthamhs.vic.edu.
au or on 9430 5164 if they have any questions or concerns.

2020 VCE Special Exam Arrangements Applications- students undertaking VCE 
Unit 3/4 studies 
The VCAA Special Provision unit accepts Special Examination Arrangement applications 
that may be approved to meet the needs of students who have disabilities, illnesses or 
other circumstances that would affect their ability to access a VCE external assessment. 

Please find below a link to the VCAA webpage that outlines the types of special 
exam arrangements that are available. https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/administration/
schooladministration/notices/2019/Pages/146.aspx 

Students must make contact with their respective coordinator as a matter of urgency if 
they are considering submitting an application as the application as moved to be online 
and it will require supporting evidence by a treating specialist or professional in addition to 
school based information. The closing date of applications is Friday 8 May, 2020.

Year 12 Formal 
Due to the current government restrictions on social gatherings, we are looking to run the 
Year 12 Formal later in the year. Please save the proposed date of Tuesday 24 November. 

AMANDA SALIBA, Senior School Team Leader (Acting)

CAREERS
 
VCE Careers Expo Goes Online 
As is customary all Year 12's would have been attending the VCE Careers Expo at Caulfield 
Racecourse this Friday. It is the one stop shop for face to face discussion with a huge range 
of tertiary providers, career advice, employment advice, apprenticeships and more.  

The organiser has put together a range of video presentations form participating 
organisations for you to access. Please use the following link to access and view your 

PARENT
INFORMATION

2020

Term 2:
Starts Tuesday 14 April 

Finishes Friday 26 June

Term 3:
Starts Monday 13 July 

Finishes Friday 18 September

Term 4:
Starts Monday 5 October 

Finishes Friday 18 December

GROUNDS COMMITTEE
COMMITTEE MEETINGS AND WORKING BEE DATES

2020
Working Bee Dates

• 3 May

• 21 June

• 23 August

• 11 October

• 22 November

We are always seeking new members 
for our Grounds Committee.

If you wish would like to get involved 
please contact Anna Panas via email: 
pan@elthamhs.vic.edu.au
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preferred areas of interest. I hope this in some way assists in the process of remote learning 
and pathways planning.

1. Access the Online Video Seminar Program page on the VCE and Careers Expo 
website at https://www.vceandcareers.com.au/Seminars

2. Click the login icon

3. Type in the username: seminaraccess

4. Type in the password: Euug853ux (case sensitive i.e. capital E)

Joint National Statement On University Entry For 2020 Year 12 Students
The disruption caused to 2020 Year 12 students by COVID-19 has led many to question 
whether entry to university will be different for them compared to previous years.

The Australasian Conference of Tertiary Admissions Centres (ACTAC), comprising 
admissions centres across Australia, has released the following information to help dispel 
any confusion for students and parents:

• All tertiary admissions centres, universities, and education authorities are working 
together to ensure a pathway to university for those currently studying Year 12.

• The ATAR will be calculated in all states and territories as in previous years.

• In Queensland, the introduction of the ATAR for the 2020 cohort will continue as 
planned.

• The ATAR is widely used across Australia because it is a fair and nationally 
consistent tool for university entrance, in terms of both allocating places and 
predicting readiness for university study. Any changes to a state’s examination and 
assessment processes in response to COVID-19 can be accommodated within the 
ATAR framework.

• As in previous years, other pathways that exist alongside the ATAR can be used by 
universities. For example

• The use of other criteria such as interviews, tests and portfolios for specific courses

• Special entry schemes for specific groups such as Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander peoples

• The consideration of Year 11 results as part of some early offer schemes in NSW, 
ACT, and Tasmania

• These pathways are in addition to the ATAR; they do not replace the ATAR.

• While universities have autonomy in their admissions processes and may adopt 
specific schemes in response to COVID-19, there is already a clear and nationally 
consistent process for Year 12 students that uses the ATAR as the primary basis of 
admission.

• Information about the admissions criteria for courses and universities will be 
available on tertiary admission centre websites by August. This will include final 
details of any special COVID-19 admission schemes that are offered.

Year 10 Work Experience Update 
These are certainly interesting times and in regards to Year 10 Work Experience at this 
stage we are planning for it to proceed. However complications may arise with employer 
availability given the dramatic effects on the business community.

I would encourage students to still consider what they may like to do and it is even more 
important to have a range of preferences. Further updates will be provided as more 
information comes to hand. 

WIRL - Work in Real Life
WIRL is an online career investigation site that provides career specific information, links 
to external sites and videos of people working in many areas. Eltham High has a school 
account and this can be accessed at https://wirl.com.au/

Username: elthamhs
Password: galaxy75

ROSS PRINGLE, Careers and Pathways Coordinator
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MUSIC
 
Music Fees First Instalment Is Now Overdue
Music Fees first instalment is now overdue. All outstanding instalments must be paid as 
soon as possible.
The first instalment, which covers your Instrumental Music Lesson fee, was due for payment 
on 1 March 2020. 

The lesson fees are listed below for each ensemble:

VCE Lesson Fee   $1600.00
Symphonic Band   $1400.00
Concert Band / Chamber Strings $1000.00
Wind Ensemble / String Orchestra $950.00
Training Band /Training Strings $900.00

Payment of Music fees can be made by, credit card (over the phone by calling 9430 5118).

If you have any queries regarding payment of the fees please contact the school’s Revenue 
Administrator, Jacinta D’Avoine on 9430 5118 or by email accounts@elthamhs.vic.edu.au

The second instalment for the Main Ensemble levy is due for payment by 1 May 2020.

The third instalment is for any other items i.e. instrument hire, percussion equipment hire, 
other ensembles like Stage Band, Junior Jazz Band etc. The third instalment is due by 20 
June 2020.

Please do not hesitate to contact Jane Nicholson in the Music Office if you have any queries 
via email: nio@elthamhs.vic.edu.au Your prompt payment of fees is appreciated.

RICK KEENAN, Director of Music

VET HOSPITALITY
 
Remote Learning in Food Technology and VET Hospitality
Remote learning has its challenges for our practical subjects, especially with the difficulty of 
purchasing ingredients. However, our students (well supported by their parents and carers) 
have taken the challenge in their stride and produced some amazing dishes at home. 
Students are producing dishes by substituting ingredients for what they have available at 
home or in the garden.

Year 8’s Cooked Breakfast Parcels and Muffins.
For task 1 I choose to do the breakfast parcels. Obviously, there was not going to be all the 
ingredients, like the recipe. So for instance instead of using filo pastry, I had to use puff 
pastry which I believe they are not too different except the puff pastry has a bit of a rise to 
it. Other than that, it went smoothly, with dad looking over my shoulder every 5 minutes to 
see if I had burnt the house down yet! (but don’t worry I was very careful and made sure to 
wash my hands and tie my hair up and was very careful).

Amber Coleman (Year 8, Everard House)

Healthy snack: My mum taught me how to cut up cantaloupe and capsicum. I also learnt 
that healthy snacks taste just as good as unhealthy snacks. Although healthy snacks are 
better for you, now I am going to stick to healthy snacks. I shared it with my family and I 
am happy that they really enjoyed it. Overall fun to make and watch everyone devour. The 
cantaloupe became my favourite fruit, so I tried to eat the most of it out of everyone. I think 
everyone thought it scrumptious because it was gone in a minute. 

Tommy Daniells (Year 8, Andrew House)

Year 9 Food for Life are “Inspired By Jamie” Using His Recipes for “ISO Cooking”
My brother loved the meat and crunchy potatoes but he never tried the veggies. My dad 
yet again loved how he did not have to cook when he came home. He loved the roasted 
veggies and how I made his meat medium rare, unlike my brother and I. 

Hayley Barry (Year 9, Rutter House)

Instead of egg noodles I used glass noodles, Satay sauce was a bit too sweet, could have 
used more soy sauce.              Leith Senior (Year 9, Andrew House)

YASEMIN ZIADA, VET Hospitality Coodinator

Remote Learning in Food 
Technology and VET Hospitality
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FOOD TECHNOLOGY
 
Our budding cooks at Eltham High School are demonstrating their passion for cooking by 
preparing some amazing dishes. 

The year levels include Year 8 Food Design Technology and Year 9 Bake Design Decorate 
and Food for Life. 

Dishes include breakfast parcels, muffins, cakes and bread, pastas and even homemade 
hommus. 

Students have a wide range of options for choosing their recipes from our Eltham High 
School recipes, to Jamie Oliver productions, any favourite family recipes, cookbooks or 
even YouTube channels. 

A great effort by all and I'm sure much appreciated by the rest of the family. 

Here are some of the wonderful dishes our students have created at home.

Aidan Phillips (Year 9, Rutter House) is making a gluten-free pasta dish for Food For Life. 
Great effort in feeding your family and giving the main cook in the house a rest. 

Ava Grzechnik (Year 9, Rutter House) is making gnocchi and sauce from scratch for her 
family. Looks really appetising. Well done Ava.

Joshua Broadbent (Year 9, Andrew House) making Harissa Hommus Pots from scratch. 

Reilly Widdup (Year 8, Stewart House) with a stack of Breakfast Parcels – savoury scrambled 
eggs in a pillow of Filo pastry. Enough to feed the whole family. Great job, Reilly.

This delicious White chocolate and 
raspberry muffin was made by Naomi 
Broadbent (Year 8, Andew House). 
Looks amazing and good enough to be 
included in a Donna Hay cookbook. 

Muffins straight out of the oven by Jacob 
Baratta (Year 8, Andew House). Yum!

Elecktra Thomson (Year 8, Andew 
House) is showing her cooking skills 
with her perfect raspberry muffins. 

Alyssa Baker-Greig (Year 9, Andew 
House) has been busy making this 
fancy dairy-free lemon bundt cake for 
the Organic Foods production. This was 
paired with the appealing Zucchini Slice 
as one of her production for Food For 
Life. Alyssa also made seed bread and 
choc chip cookies.
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Ella Dunbar (Year 9, Rutter House) doing a great job in making a fresh ingredient pasta and 
minimising her environmental footprint making a vegetarian dish for her family. 

 

Oh yum! This fresh food was made by Zac McVean-Wood (Year 9, Everard House) of Food 
For Life class, for his family. Consisting of Lemon and Herb Marinated Chicken skewers 
served with a rocket, tomato and shaved parmesan salad. Looking good, well-caramelised 
chicken and an array of colours in the salad. 

 
Tegan McMillan (Year 9, Rutter House) is the food artist behind this creation of stuffed 
roasted peppers.  Tegan made this as one of her practicals for Food For Life. Looks really 
appetising. Well done Tegan.

VINNIE GANDOLFO, Food Technology Teacher

STUDENT LEADERSHIP
 
A Friendly Message from Bailey and Hannah (School Leaders)
Hi Eltham students!

We wanted to let you know that we understand that the current ‘climate’ might be making 
life a little difficult and certainly different; so we thought we would send a few words of 
encouragement.

We have heard from our friends and from teachers that the remote learning is going quite 
well. Of course at times, you could be a bit “stressed” but please know that your teachers 
and friends are there to help you.

There is a lot of facetime and catch up in other ways, and this really helps to keep in touch 
with each other. We also know that it is a great time to be more resilient, be positive and 
have a growth mindset.

We know that you all possess the strength to make it through this gracefully and we look 
forward to seeing you all when we get back to school.

If you're in need of some more entertainment, here's another reminder that the Arts group is 
still sending out information via email weekly including art inspiration, activities for at home 
and many more fun things to do. The Arts team are working really hard to put together 
resources for you and we hope they're being put to good use! Additionally, we want to 
encourage you all to regularly check in with yourself and your peers, just a text or so every 
few days; is all it can take to keep afloat during these challenges. Remember to seek help 
if you need a hand (with your school work, well-being etc.) from your teachers, student 
services, or community services such as Headspace, Kids Help Line and Beyond Blue. 
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However, if you're running out of things to do, we thought that some of you might find fun 
in some of the activities in the list we've attached. Thanks everyone, good luck, and may 
your internet be speedy and load Netflix faster than ours do! 

• Playing some music. Break out the ol’ instrument or fire up Garage Band (or the 
android alternative) and try to create the strangest piece you can;

• Finally get around to reading those English novels! You’ll be proud when you have;

• Laugh at quarantine memes (we do that a lot too);

• Get on a video call with friends and have a chat;

• Play online games with friends (e.g. uno);

• Write stories, or plays, or poetry;

• Get yourself on the list for the Arts group emails;

• Try your hand at calligraphy or drawing;

• Clean your room (we’re all procrastinating that one);

• Take the dog for a walk;

• Test your patience with Origami;

• Play a photography game with friends: Take close up photos around your property 
and see if they can guess what it is;

• Do some baking, or cook a dinner (If you have spare ingredients);

• Try some sewing or knitting, maybe even with some old clothes you don’t want any 
more. See if you can make something new;

• Set up a gift exchange amongst your friends. Organise with your friends to swap 
gifts when we get back to school, try to make it hand made from home without 
buying anything new;

• Read something new! If you don’t have any books at home, there are still loads of 
other options such as audio books and EBooks!;

• Take a nap (a personal favourite of ours);

• Look through old photos;

• Listen to podcasts (loads of Spotify);

• Amongst friends, make movies about how bored you are and see who can make 
the funniest one;

• Surf YouTube, you’re bound to find something worthwhile;

• Get a newspaper, cut out the bits you don’t want to read and make a collage;

• Scroll through Pinterest, or Tumblr;

• Start an Instagram page for your pet (the more dogs, the better); and lastly

• Make a bucket list (or a list of all the things you’ll do when quarantine is over).

Bailey Johnson (Year 12, Stewart House) and 

Hannah Smailes (Year 12, Andrew House)

PETER TOREY, Student Growth Leader
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SCIENCE
 
BrainSTEM
The first BrainSTEM meeting for 2020 was held by video conference between Madison Ross 
(Year 9, Everard House) and her mentor, Dr Dinesh Raghu, from the Olivia Newton-John 
Cancer Research Centre. 

This was the first meeting between Madison and Dr Raghu, and they decided to look into 
colon cancer and how it is inherited from the parents to their siblings. Dr Raghu pointed 
Madison towards the areas of research that she would need, and the areas that would be 
of particular interest.

ROBERT COVENTRY, BrainSTEM Coordinator

LIBRARY
 
Library Resources
There are many quality online resources which are available to students to assist with their 
remote learning. Our Eltham High School Library subscribes to a number of databases 
which can be accessed from the Library homepage including Ancient and Medieval History, 
Australia and New Zealand Reference Centre and Science Reference Centre.

To access from Compass, 

• Click on the Favourites star

• From the drop down menu select Sharepoint and log in

• Select Student Services then Resource Centre

There are other libraries which are free to join and offer many online resources. Yarra Plenty 
Regional Library Service has a digital library of ebooks, audiobooks, digital magazines as 
well as other resources.  Go to www.yprl.vic.gov.au

The State Library of Victoria has many online resources. Library members can access 4.1 
million online collection items, as well as thousands of online databases and eresources 
including the Encyclopaedia Britannica. Again, it is free to join. Go to www.slv.vic.gov.au

The National Library of Australia has many digital resources and is free to join. Go to  
www.nla.gov.au

There is an excellent resource provided by the Department of Education and Training 
titled Fuse. There are areas for early childhood, primary students, secondary students and 
teachers. The included websites and resources have been checked by real people and 
have deemed to be appropriate. Fuse can be used as an alternative to Google for locating 
resources. For secondary students go to https://fuse.education.vic.gov.au/Secondary

Students also have access to many educational video programs via Clickview. 

Go to Clickview Online https://online.clickview.com.au/ and log in with your Eltham High 
School email, then your username and password.

RHONDA MALONE, Library Coordinator
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STUDENT SERVICES
 
Wellbeing News – Flexible and Remote Learning #4
To all the parents and guardians out there, I would like to thank you for joining with us to 
the best of your ability in support of our young people. Thank you for sharing your calm, 
your strength and your achievements. Now is the time to not panic about students being 
behind or ahead at school, now is the time to listen, understand and know each other 
better. There is power and connection in sharing stories with each other.

I am currently reading ‘Becoming’ by Michelle Obama, I find myself learning from her 
reflections on growing up, education and family. 

In chapter four Michelle talks about the students left behind in her second grade class, 
whose futures seemed uncertain because nobody was invested in their education. She 
reflects on her own parents’ advocacy and on how the investment of teachers can really 
make a difference in a child’s education and life.

Michelle describes her mother’s parenting style is an “unflappable Zen neutrality,” not 
quick to judge and not quick to meddle. She loves her children, but she is pragmatic 
and does not over manage them. Her goal, Michelle writes, is to enable them to make 
responsible decisions, and to handle adult situations with maturity. I feel every parent of 
adolescents should read this book; there is sage advice for challenging times.

All well-being support services such as Berry Street, HeadSpace and Austin CYMHS 
continue to operate remotely and are still offering counselling and consultation either via 
video link or over the phone. If you feel that relationships within your family are strained/
stretched please don’t hesitate to reach out to the following services for support, mindful 
that due to the impact of the Coronavirus that many families are experiencing increased 
pressure and uncertainty. 

Health Ability (Nillumbik Community Health) offer parenting support:
Service.Coordination@healthability.org.au) or clients can self-refer by ringing the Centre 
on 9430 9100 or via the healthAbility website by clicking the ‘make an enquiry’ link on the 
Family Support Page https://healthability.org.au/services-support/family-support/

Orange Door: You can get 24/7 family violence help by calling safesteps on 1800 015 188 
or email safesteps@safesteps.org.au.

1800RESPECT: National sexual assault, domestic family violence counselling service 
https://www.1800respect.org.au/

Berry Street Matters Program: Family Matters is a free Family counselling program. The 
team can be contacted on 9450 4700. Based at the Berry Street Eaglemont office and will 
be using phone and Skype.

Practitioners work with a range of family issues, most particularly the challenges 
which parenting an adolescent brings. Often parents and adolescents present feeling 
frustrated, disconnected, hurt and exhausted. Parents hope for better connection 
and communication. Our experience shows that mostly kids want and need this too, 
particularly during adolescence.  

LOUISE HEATHCOTE, Student Services Leader
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Flexible and Remote Learning Plan  
 
As a school community, we are committed to our School Values and the Deeds that Count of Pursuit of 
Excellence, Individuality, Creativity, Social and Environmental Responsibility, Respect for Diversity and 
Integrity. As a school, we acknowledge the importance of setting high expectations and taking a 
consistent approach to pursuing these values in all aspects of our students’ education. By highlighting 
them we also emphasise the important role that students have in their own learning.  

There is good evidence to suggest that clear learning gains can be made through the adoption of 
consistent teaching and learning protocols, and setting high expectations for all students1.  

The way that teachers go about their work in and out of the classroom, the attitudes and approach that 
students bring to their learning, the support and encouragement from parents when students are away 
from school and the level of the expectations that we set as a learning community are all significant in 
achieving the best possible outcomes for our students. Flexible and Remote Learning is governed by 
these same philosophies and principles. 

The EHS student recognises that there are positive outcomes for appropriate behaviour in and out of 
school and being engaged in their learning, including; 

• Feeling valued and cared for, with strong engagement in the school culture  
• Personal motivation, resulting in enhanced learning and confidence  
• Participation in the academic, social and extra-curricular opportunities of the school. 

The aim of this document is to: 
• contextualise student learning and wellbeing within a framework of Flexible and Remote 

Learning 
• outline our Flexible and Remote Learning strategy for all stakeholders – students, parents, staff 
• clarify expectations  
• be dynamic so that the document is updated as we learn, adapting our flexible and remote 

learning practices 

Flexible and Remote Learning concepts: 
• Each class will “run” at its scheduled Compass time 
• Teachers will be connecting with each class within the scheduled 72 minute block 
• Resources, other than physical books, will be provided online 
• Students will complete class tasks and make one submission each week per subject undertaken 
• Parents and guardians are not expected to teach, but to support their children 

Communication: 
• Compass will be the primary online learning platform, as it always has been 

o Students will see tasks set by their teachers in the Lesson Plan section 
o Learning Tasks will be visible to students and parents – there is no change here 
o The Learning Task Feedback tab will contain both formal results and notes in the 

Conversation area, where students can respond to teacher questions 
o Teams of teachers may also use OneNote, or another platform such as Webex, which is 

very easy to use while being safe and secure. 
• Email can be used to communicate with teachers and support staff as usual 
• Phone access will be limited.  

 
 
1 Craig, Hopkins & Knight, 2015, Curiosity and Powerful Learning, McRel. 
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Expectations around Flexible and Remote Learning: Students  

All students are expected to be learning from home. Students with exceptional circumstances may be 
considered to attend school. 
 
Students will be encouraged to establish learning routines that enable them to meet the subject requirements. 
This includes: 
Self-care: 

• Plan regular breaks 
• Eating healthily and drinking plenty of water 
• Exercise 
• Good sleep patterns 
• Good hygiene practices 
• Make use of available resources such as reachout.com 

Time management: 
• Establish a daily routine to help you plan, understand and complete your tasks 
• Check Compass every session for learning activities, tasks and feedback from teachers 
• Check emails at least once per day, respond if needed 

Learning: 
• Make sure you have a dedicated learning space which has enough room, light and the resources you need 
• If you need access to Microsoft Office 365, please go to office.com and use the online versions or 

download the desktop version using the “Install Office” menu. Use your school email address and 
password to access this. 

• If your teacher uses OneNote, this will continue 
• If you use another online platform such as Webex, make sure that you set up your computer in a space 

that is not private. Check where you are sitting and be mindful of what is behind you and what can be 
picked up by your computer camera. You may be able to blur your background. 

• Be safe online and model responsible use of online communication tools 
• Expect to submit one task per subject per week 
• If you are unwell and unable to complete school: 

o Make sure your parents enter this into Compass as usual 
o Catch up on missed lessons to see what work was missed by clicking on the classes or using the 

navigation arrows to move backwards and forwards to other sessions

 
Getting help and feedback: 

• Ask for help when you need it 
• Your teachers will be available to you during your scheduled classes. They will be at their computers 
• Email your teacher if you have a question, or if you are using another online platform with chat, post your 

questions on the chat page. 
• Collaborate and communicate with your classmate 
• Your teacher will inform you if they are using another online platform to connect with you 
• Contact your Integrated Studies / Involve / Tutorial teacher if you are stressed or anxious 
• If your teacher has graded a piece of work, click on the Learning Task and then click on the Feedback tab – 

there may be a message in the Conversation area from your teacher asking you to add or change 
something 

 

  



COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS15

 

Eltham High School: Flexible and Remote Learning 3 Version 2.7 – April 14, 2020 

Expectations: Work Authentication while using Flexible and Remote 
Learning 
Students will still be expected to complete formal assessments to demonstrate acquired knowledge and skills. 
This is separate to the weekly check-in tasks and Learning Tasks, which are informal. 

Years 7-10: 
Teachers will: 

• Specify the submission date of the CAT on Learning Tasks and attach any guiding documents 
• Attach the CAT authentication sheet for parents/guardians to sign 
• Inform students the CAT has been uploaded to Compass Learning Tasks through a notification in the 
Compass lesson plan section 

On the due date: 
• Students upload completed CAT by/on the due date together with the signed authentication form by the 
parents/guardians 
• Teacher updates Compass Learning Tasks- read: task submitted /not submitted (as required) 
• Teacher provides feedback via Learning Tasks in alignment with the school’s assessment and reporting 
timeline 

VCE & VCAL: 
Please refer to the communications from Senior School around these assessments for the most up-to-date 
information. 
The teaching staff will advise students as to the Learning task(s) to be completed as Remote assessments and a 
derived score will be determined from this.  
 
Students will need to adhere to authentication requirements and submit the signed authentication sheet with the 
assessment task by the due date in order to receive a preliminary assessment that is then subject to moderation. 
If they are unable to print, they should save the file and open the Authentication Sheet PDF document 'open with' 
Adobe Acrobat DC, then they will be able to complete and sign the document electronically. Students must only 
undertake the assessment when a parent/guardian is home to authenticate the work being done.  
 
The teacher will assess this task and inform the student of this preliminary result and provide feedback. This result 
will be subject to moderation.  
 
Information in this space may change as further advice is received from the VCAA. 
 
In summary: 

• Teachers will upload a Remote SAC/SAT/assessment for students via Compass Learning Tasks assessing 
the key knowledge and key skills for the Area of Study, with instructions and set date for submission of task 
• Remote SAC/SAT/assessment will be undertaken under strict SAC/SAT conditions as indicated by the Area 
of Study  
• Teachers will attach the VCE Authentication sheet for the student and parents/guardians to sign 

On the due date: 
• Student uploads the completed SAC or SAT by/on the due date together with the signed authentication 
form by the parents/guardians. The learning task will not be accepted without a signed Authentication Sheet.  
• Teacher updates Compass Learning Tasks- task submitted / not submitted (as required) Note: If not 
submitted the student will not qualify for a scored assessment unless a medical certificate is forwarded to 
the class teacher and coordinator 
• Teacher will provide feedback via Learning Tasks in alignment with the school’s assessment and reporting 
timeline 

Graded assessment: 
• Teachers will utilise the remote SAC preliminary result and will moderate this  against any other task(s) 

set to derive an assessed score for the outcome. 
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Expectations around Flexible and Remote Learning: Teachers 
Teachers must work from home, with only those who have agreed to deliver the on-site educational  
program for students in exceptional circumstances to attend the school. 

Teachers will be assisting students in their Flexible and Remote Learning journey. They will design and implement 
learning activities and tasks and give feedback, communicating with students and parents/guardians when 
needed. Teachers will focus on the following: 

Self-care: 
As for students, self-care is important for all of us. The focus on healthy diet and exercise, good sleep, regular 
breaks and good hygiene is a priority for all of us at this time. 

Staff should also make use of available support such as the DET tips for remote learning and reachout.com 

Class activities- teachers will: 
• upload class intentions into the Lesson Plan section of Compass for every class 
• set appropriate tasks, being mindful of student workload 
• be online for the duration of every scheduled class 
• record student interaction so that roll marking can take place 
• set high expectations, but be aware that current research indicates that students working in isolation may 

not be able to complete the same amount of work or work to the same standard that they would produce 
when being supported face-to-face.  

• be aware of differentiation requirements and opportunities 
• if using platforms such as Webex (DET approved), make sure that the computer is set up in a space that is 

not private. Be mindful of what is in the background and what can be picked up by the computer’s 
camera. Backgrounds can be blurred. Do not use unapproved platforms such as Zoom or Facetime. 

Weekly check-in tasks – teachers will: 
• Set a minimum of one task every week for each class. This could be: 

o a small check-in task, such as a self-reflection, summary, photograph, online quiz, screenshot of 
course completion, a statement of which question they are up to, a list of recordings listened to, a 
photograph of a mindmap or journal 

o a Learning Task or Common Assessment Task (CAT) 

Feedback: 
• Provide timely feedback for each submitted task. Formal and informal feedback are critical in remote 

learning; this must be provided in alignment with the school’s assessment and reporting timeline, 
provided in the accompanying document. 

• Written comments for Common Assessment Tasks  
• Requests for extra information/resources in Conversation box in Compass 

Communication: 
• Check emails regularly: 

o Beginning and end of each work day 
o Beginning, middle and end of each scheduled class 

• Email parents if weekly tasks are not submitted 
• Email coordinators if a series of tasks have not been completed  
• Integrated Studies / Involve / Tutorial teachers should contact their students at least once a fortnight to 

check on student wellbeing – this could be a class email through Compass or a Microsoft Form. There will 
not be a formal Involve / Tutorial class running the usual program. 

• Teachers are available for the duration of a usual workday – 8.50am – 3.40pm 
• Scheduled meetings will occur remotely using Webex 

Support / Illness: 
• If unavailable for any reason, place an out-of-office reply email that directs contact to the most relevant 

person such as KLA Coordinator, Sub-school Coordinator, Assistant Principal, Replacement Teacher. 
• KLA Leaders, Learning Specialists, P&D Facilitators, Leading Teachers, the Principal Team are available to 

assist if you have any concerns 
• Continue using existing support mechanisms (VIT, KLA, mentors, colleagues) 
• Log IT concerns with the EHS helpdesk email. Do not email IT staff individually. 
• Follow usual procedures, leaving work on Compass where possible 
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Expectations around Flexible and Remote Learning: Parents/Guardians  
All students are expected to be learning from home. Students with exceptional circumstances may be 
considered to attend school. Parents/Guardians are the most important support for students in Flexible and 
Remote Learning. They provide a safe place for students to live and learn.  
Please visit https://www.education.vic.gov.au/parents/learning/Pages/home-learning.aspx for a comprehensive 
parent guide to home-based learning, published by the Department of Education. It includes a link to a fact 
sheet with many useful hints and tips, particularly around managing screen time, checking on wellbeing and 
supporting students with additional needs. 
We acknowledge that some parents/guardians may not be able to supervise their children’s learning every day. 
The school’s expectation of parents/guardians is not to teach but to support their child’s learning by providing 
comfort, support and clear expectations in relation to their learning program.  

We ask parents/guardians to focus on the following: 

Self-care: 
As for students, self-care is important for all of us. The focus on healthy diet and exercise, good sleep, regular 
breaks and good hygiene is a priority for all of us at this time. Help your children to maintain healthy routines, and 
remember that resources such as reachout.com are also available to parents and carers. 

Environment: 
• Continue to provide a working Surface Pro with a connected pen (stylus) as some classes may need this 

o If there are issues around this, please contact the relevant Sub-school immediately (details on 
last page) as EHS can assist with the provision of loan devices for families in need 

o If there are any technical problems, email or call the Helpdesk (details on back page) 
• Provide a designated workspace for your child: 

o Quiet, away from distractions 
o Enough room to use the resources properly 
o Good light 
o Internet access. Please inform the relevant Sub-School if your child does not have internet access.  

• Encourage good posture and eye care – take regular breaks 

Routine: 
• Set clear expectations with your child in relation to their learning program 
• Assist your child to establish a routine: 

o Regular class / study times – every teacher will be available during the scheduled class times 
o Stick to regular times for getting up, getting dressed, meals, family activities 

• Ensure your child spends some time each day outside, as per the current government requirements 
• Ensure your child has regular breaks from viewing screens 
• Expect safe and responsible use of online communication tools 

School work: 
• Check Compass at least twice a week to: 

o See what tasks have been set 
o Check that required Learning Tasks are being submitted 
o See what your child is working on – this can be discussed with the family and could lead to some 

investigative learning for the whole family 
• Monitor communication from teachers, through Compass and email 

Feedback: 
• Any questions about particular subjects or Learning Tasks should be emailed to the subject teacher – the 

easiest way is to log in to Compass, click on a class and click email teacher near their profile photograph 
• Be mindful of staff work hours, 8.40 – 3.40. They will not be available outside these times. 
• If you are aware of another family without access to digital technologies and/or the internet, please 

inform the relevant Sub-School Team Leader  

Wellbeing: 
• Any concerns around your child’s wellbeing can be emailed directly to your child’s coordinator. A list of 

the Sub-School Team Leaders and the coordinators and their contact details is provided on the next page 
• For urgent or highly confidential concerns, please contact Louise Heathcote directly (details on next page) 
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Contact details: 
Email is the preferred way to communicate with staff during remote learning period.  
Please be patient as we are expecting the volume of email to be significant. Phone calls will be 
redirected to voice mail, which is emailed to the relevant staff member. 
 
Vincent Sicari Principal  sic@elthamhs.vic.edu.au 
Anna Panas Assistant Principal  pan@elthamhs.vic.edu.au 
Darren Squires Assistant Principal  squ@elthamhs.vic.edu.au 
Fran Mullins Assistant Principal  mul@elthamhs.vic.edu.au 
Kristina Elvey Business Manager  ely@elthamhs.vic.edu.au 
Louise Heathcote Student Services Leader  hea@elthamhs.vic.edu.au  
            (94305123 or 0417 364 940 – leave a voice message) 
IT helpdesk  Laptop issues helpdesk@elthamhs.vic.edu.au  
            (9430 5121 or 9430 5184 – leave a voice message) 
 
 
Junior School Team Leader   Melissa Hughes huh@elthamhs.vic.edu.au 
7A, 7B, 7C, 7D Dominic Molinari mol@elthamhs.vic.edu.au 
7E, 7F, 7G, 7H, Suzy Oates oat@elthamhs.vic.edu.au 
7J, 7K, 7L, 7M Jim Petridis pet@elthamhs.vic.edu.au 
 
 
Middle School Team Leader   Ross McKinnon mki@elthamhs.vic.edu.au 

8B, 9D, 9H Jon Baly bay@elthamhs.vic.edu.au 
8H, 9A, 9K Simon Maurdev mau@elthamhs.vic.edu.au 
8K, 8L, 9G, 9J Tracey Parker  pak@elthamhs.vic.edu.au 
8A, 8G, 9C, 9E Peter Seymour sey@elthamhs.vic.edu.au 
8E, 8F, 9B Chris Serong sen@elthamhs.vic.edu.au 
8C, 8D, 8J, 9F Natalie Tate tat@elthamhs.vic.edu.au 
 
 
Senior School Team Leader   Amanda Saliba sai@elthamhs.vic.edu.au 

10A, 11A, 12A Nural Seker sek@elthamhs.vic.edu.au 

10B, 11B, 12B Hannah Allen ale@elthamhs.vic.edu.au 

10C, 11C, 12C Michael Doherty doh@elthamhs.vic.edu.au 

10D, 11D, 12D Mark Jackman jak@elthamhs.vic.edu.au 

10E, 11E, 12E Ashlea Oates oae@elthamhs.vic.edu.au 

10F, 11F, 12F Diane Parry par@elthamhs.vic.edu.au 

Terri Wood  VCAL / VET Coordinator woo@elthamhs.vic.edu.au 

Ross Pringle  Careers/Pathways Coordinator pri@elthamhs.vic.edu.au 

Lyn Davis Apr 15 – May 18 
Sue Pickett May 18 – Jun26 

Additional Needs Coordinators  
 

dav@elthamhs.vic.edu.au 
pic@elthamhs.vic.edu.au 
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Family Matters is a free Family counselling program.  We work with a range of family issues, most 
particularly the challenges which parenting an adolescent brings. Often parents and adolescents 
present feeling frustrated, disconnected, hurt and exhausted.  Parents hope for better connection 
and communication. Our experience shows that mostly kids want and need this too, particularly 
during adolescence.   
 
We are mindful that due to the impact of the Coronavirus that many families are experiencing 
increased pressure and uncertainty.  They may also be cut off from their usual supports.  With that 
in mind, support and resourcing from community services such as MATTERS may be timely and 
helpful. 
 
The team can be contacted at on 9450 4700.  The program is based at the Berry Street Eaglemont 
office and will be using phone and Skype to deliver services to families during the period of shut 
down. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Online Chess Tutoring and Game Play 

NSC Junior Chess Club programs 

We run a number of programs for students wanting chess outside of school hours.  

Here's what they offer: 

 Chess lessons are conducted to groups of students grouped by chess abilities, catering for 
their level 

 Group sizes vary to optimise for age and abilities 
 Game play is part of the program. Coaches have access to student games which helps lesson 

plans to be customised 
 Safe and secure online learning environment 

A local chess coaching company is offering online tutoring and game play, there is a cost associated 
with activity. Further details can be found at: https://www.northernstarchess.com/e-Indiv.html 
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DISCLAIMER: “Eltham High School does not endorse 
any company, organisation, service or product referenced 

in Community Announcements”

anglicarevic.org.au

Join us for this 1.5 hour webinar via Zoom.
Suitable for parents and carers of children 
aged 5-12 years old.

When: 

Time:

Where

Cost:

Bookings:


